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H E Word Oligorcly ne 3 
usꝰ d in a certain diſtinguiſh'd Weekly Paper „ 


as the true Name of a new Diſeaſe which had not 


only infected bur threatenꝰd to deſtroy the Conſtitu- 
tion, the following Treatiſe was compos'd, at the 
Inſtance of a Friend, to explain the Riſe, Growth, 
and Tendency of that Evil, at other Periods of 
Time, and under different Syſtems of Government; 
and having ſwell'd inſenſibly from a familiar Letter 4 
into a formal Diſſertation, at the Inſtance of the 
fame Friend, is now made public ; That all being 
made ſenſible of their Danger, all "4 "xr wat 
* for their Preſervation. 5 8 


A 1 83 " x Wk. 2 ; * * 
"IQ 2 Ne. * * — 5 f 8 I 1 ; 
. . * 1 n * A N * * 1 
WO OF Hou 
X 1 


F 


. A SHORT C9 
DISS ERTAT 1 oN 


f Upon that Jae of Mi if grvernment, 


CALLED AN | 


01 LIGARCHY. 


— 


Tisroxx is of all Studies the 2 pro- 
11 fitable and entertaining: It furniſhes us 88 
a large Collection of Maxims for every Circun- 
tance in Life, and confirms them by a Variety of 
Facts. The Impreſlionot Precept alone un- enforcꝰd 


by Example is too flight to influence our Actions: 
Reaſon may aſcertain the Rectitude of moral or po- 
Rtical Meaſures, but Experience i is the beſt Argu- 
ment. In Hiſtory the one is never without the o- 


ther, for every Action, recorded in Story, is 4 


Leſſon informing us, by the Event, how to behave 
_ uncer Tke Circumſtances. 


And whilſt we inſtruct ourſelyes, from the Relas 
tions of old Men in old times, we are wonderfully _ 

| delighted with the different Manners of Men in 

every — We convey ourſelves back to ancient 
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times, by Force of Fancy, and live with all the 


Heroes and Sages of Antiquity: We view with Ad- 
miration the Wiſdom of Agypt, the Refinements 
of Greece, the Maj jeſty and Magnanimity of Rome, 


and lament the deſtructive Power of Time, to rob 
the World of ſo much Liberty and Greatneſs ! We 


enter into their Senates, and hear the irreſiſtable Elo- 
quence of Demoſthenes and Cicero; we viſit their 
Temples and Academies with the Veneration due 
to them, and take the Field with Xenophon and the 


brave Leonidas; we arepreſentat allthe public Games; 
we ſometimes laugh with Ari/tophanes or Plautus, 
and are always mov*d with the Grecian Tragedies. 
Thus we intereſt ourſelves in every Event, whether 


real or imaginary,and not only feel our Paſſions rais'd 
in Proportion to the Object Imagination paints as 


mee to our View, but our Taſte refin d, our 
eaſon ſtrengthen'd, and our Virtue confirm'd. 
We ſee the Riſe and Fall of many States, whence | 


7 chey began, how they were preſerv'd, and what 
were the Cauſes of their Diſſolution. And by atten- 


tively conſidering the different Forms of Government 


ö 5 _ we ſhall diſcover the Beauties of ſome, the Defor- 


mities of others, admire the Excellency of a mixt 


Government, ſuch as is our own, and know how to 


preſerve the ſeveral Parts of it in an equal Poize, 
that one may not riſe up and depreſs the others. 


That a Ballance ſhould be kept as equal as is poſſi- 


ble is acknowledg'd by all; for if the whole Weight 


is thrown into one Scale, or any are permitted to 
get upon the Beam, to manage and direct the Whole 
as they pleaſe, it is no longer a mixt Government, 


but an Oliparchy, or the Tyranny of a Few. And 


= if theſe Evils are prevented there can be no Danger 
oba Diffolution, for they ſeem to be the only * 


ble Means of W ſuch a State. 


- (8) 


We chin the Jealouſy # Contention of the 


different Parts a Misfortune, and Men in Power 5 
have been llatter'd for their Attempts to fllence 
Oppoſition, 9 creating a Majority of Dependents : | 

3 | 


Whatever Eaſe: and Safety this Coaleſcence may 


procure to the Few, it is a ſad Omen of the Depar- g 
ture of Liberty from the Land. It is ſuch a Union 
as prevailed in Rome when ſhe had loſt herFreedoni, 


and the Court gave Law to the Senate. It is like 


the Stagnation of Waters, which produces 4 
ſtioking Calm: The Violence of a Storm may be 
bad, bur a gentle Agitation does good. In a com- | 


and Machine the ſeveral parts may bave different 
Prone and a different Motion to anſwer the De- 
ſigns of an Artiſt ; there may ſeem to be Confuli- 
on in the working of the Parts, but the Effect is al- 
ways regular and uſeful : Take away one of the 


Powers and the Machine is deſtroy d. It is the 
ſame in mixt Governments, which are preſerv'd by' 
the Moment and Action of its ſeveral Orders, 


and diffoly*d by the Removal of one of them. The 


Raman Greatneſs was upheld as much by. the Power 8 


of the People as by the Authority of Patricians; 
the Conteſts between them did rather ſupport than 


diminiſh their Virtues, till one was ſubdued and then 


485 vaſt political Machine broke to pieces and was 
po longer ſeen to produce its glorious Effects. 


* "This pernicious Step is never taken by the Many, S 
> but the Leaders of a Party, the moſt eloquent and 


werful, or ambitious and deſigning Men, having 


| Ugiges a Multitude of Followers, work upon 
them as the Inſtrument of Power to 10 455 heir 


ad that 
they might ſerve their Country, other with a . 


Deſigns, Some Men have taken the 


* kerving themſelves. 95 
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the End which a Man 


= 


1 


* 


': We are to conſider * (ſays the excellent Paruta) 
ht | ropoſes.to himſelf when he 
walks in the Road of az Employments and Ho- 
nours of a Common-wealth. _ For if his only Aim 
be the public Service, and the Good of his Country, 
the moſt conſiſtent and expedient Method for his 
Purpoſe is to lay aſide all particular Intereſt, and to 
ſet no Value on private Favour, to attend only to 
the rigorous Obſervance of the Laws, and the De- 


| preſſion of {ſuch Citizens as, to the Prejudice of 


public Liberty, would make themſelves too pow- 
erful, as did Cato. But if a Man, carried away 
by his Ambition; deſigns at all Events to make 


| himſelf great and powerful, he without doubt, will 
—S 500, by Means of Thoſe Iris, and 


OS 

* 1 7 <q 
f 

. * 

* 2 


1 
E 
* 
—— 


e Viene appreſſd in conſideratione il fine, che l' huo- 
mo fi propone di conſeguire, caminando per la via de 


carichi, e de gli honori della rep ublica; pero. che, 


quando s' habbi per mira il ſolo ſervitio publico, et il 
commodo della patria, à queſto è pid conforme, è più 
conveniente, poſtpoſti tutti particolari intereſſi, e poco 


ffimando la privata gratia, attendere ad una rigoroſa oſ- 


— 


ſervanza delle leggi, et alla depreſſione de Cittadini, che 
voglione con pregiuditio della libertà publica farſi troppo 
potenti, come fece Catone. Ma fe l' huomo dalla pro- 
pria ambitione portato, ſi propone di volere in ogni modo 


riuſcir grande, e potente, 2 queſto fine lo conduranno 


ſenza dubbio piu ſecuramente quelle arti, e quegli ſtudii, 


che piacciono a pit, e che rieſcono con applauſo, e 


b ol 


_ Joglia, ma tiro in ſe ſteſſo tutta la dignita, e l'autorita 
99e Die d F. Fu,. 


_ 


Sratia dell' univerſale, come n' auvenne in Ceſare, il 
quale abbaſſandoſi per ſalire pitt in alto, donando per 


acquiſtare, ſervendo al biſoguo degli altri per poter loro 


comandare, ſeppe ſotto queſte mentite apparenze coprire 
in medo i ſuoi pin ver; affettati, [a fetti] et ambitioſi pen- 
flexi, che finalmente non pur ne ottenne quella maggiore 


autorita, che in ſtato di Republica, à Cittadini conceder fi. 


JR 


is) 


thoſe Studies which pleaſe the many, and are fol- 


lowed with popular e and Favour, as hap- 


pened to Cz/ar, who humbling | himſelf in order to 
_ rife, giving in Order to gain, and ſerving others, that 
he might be able to command them, knew ſo well 


how to cover, under theſe falſe Appearances, his 


real Affections and ambitiousViews, that he not only 


obtained the higheſt Auhority, which could be ven 
in the State of a Republic, but drew, at length, all 


Dignity and public Authority to himſelf. 
If there is no ſuch Man as Cæſar, if a timid Dis- 
poſition, and the want of Abilities, deter any one 


an from attempting his Scheme, rs. . ne- 
vertheleſs be Combinations, and a Few, b ricks 


and Artifice, may undertake what he effec alone, 
and ſo form that degenerate Species of Miſ-Govern- 


ment, that is the Subject of theſe Papers: In which 
the Nature of Oligarcbies, their Tendency, Diſſo. 


lution and Origin are explained from the ritings 


of ancient Philoſophers, and .confirm'd by ancient 


Hiſtorians; to ſhew the Excellency of our own 


| „ by comparing it with others, that we 
be more ſenſible of the Happineſs reſulting 5 
Hol it, and more careful to preſerve it, that we may 


look upon Venality and Vice with as much Horror 
as Oppreſſion, and that we may exert all the Powers 


we have in Support of the juſt Prerogative of ur 
Kings, the Dignity of our Nobles, and the Power - et 


and Integ-ity of thoſe who af et the common 
People of England. 
Perſons of men, but to 10 5 their Deſigns; it is 
not wrote for the Service o 
oY 1 in Defence of Re, real Conſtitution of this Coun- 
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The Intent of this Diſſertation 3 is not to aloe the 


any particular Party but 


- 


(8) 


ty againſt any Faction that mall e ever attempt to 


$ Law to the whole. Community, make every 
0 


wer in the State ſubſervient to their ambitious 
Schemes, and pervert the natural Policy of this 
Kingdom into a ached Oligarchy. | 
In order to explain this Form of Government, it 


| vill be neceſſary, for a time, to withdraw the 


Thoughts of an Eugliſb Reader from his own Coun- 
try, to conſider ſome of the moſt miſerable, diſſo- 
lute and corrupted Governments i in ancient Greece; 
that he may know what they were, and be prepar'd 
to oppoſe them. For whatever may happen to us 
or to Poſterity, thro' our Folly and Vices, our 
Fore· fathers could have no Notion of an Oligarchy, 
or have imagin'd it even poſſible ever to ſtart up in 
an Iſland, where the Weight of the People has ever 
been ſuperior to the wicked Machinations of tyran- 
- nical Governors; where ſeveral Revolutions haye 
| happen'd in Favour of the People, who having 
driven away every Species of civiland religious. Ty- 
ranny will never ſubmit their Necks, if their Eyes 


are open, to the e Loke of an infamous 


— 


 Oligarchy.. OR 
They have now a Race of Princes, WF ave no 
Deſire to be abſolute, or to govern Men in any other 


way than by Laws of their own. making for their 


on Security and Welfare, and will continue to us 
the Poſſeſſion of that ĩneſtimable Liberty which ena- 
bled us to make choice of their illuſtrious Houſe 
for our Guardians and Protectors; and, for their 
own Sakes, as well as as for the Sake of the People, 
it is to be hop'd, they will ſcorn a baſe Submiſſion 
to the haughty, inſolent and imperious Dictates of 
their own Servants, will never truckle to an igno- 
rant Oligarchy, or tamely ſuffer the regal Power to 
be wreſted out of their Hands, 2 1 to be N by 


* 


i BY T 
the Few, to oppreſs their Fellow · Subjects and com- 
| br the S——n to accept their Service againſt his 
Will and the common Fo tereſt of his Peo ple, to 
7 5 him and his Authority in their own e to 
r none to be employ'd by him without their 
3 5 and, inſtead of Servants to become Maſters 1 5 
of the State. . 
Nor is it to be ſuppeg that the Pev le, who late- 
ly have given ſuch ardent Proofs of 5 00 and Al- 
legiance to their Prince, and of the ſame generous | 
Spirit, which once actuated their brave Anceſtors, 
ſhould ſuffer a Wedge of wooden Politicians to be 
thruſt in between the and his faithful Subjects, 
to inſlave both, and keep them at inacceſſible Diſtance 
from each other, to overſet the C and im- 
pudently call themſelves the G- to the Exclu- 
lion of both — and People. | 
Ĩ this Calamity has ever taken Place, if free States 
have ever been perverted into Oligarchies, or a few 
ambitious Men have ever ſeiz'd upon the Reins of 
Government to the Deſtruction of a free People; 
ſuch as are the Friends of Liberfy, and wiſh well 
to their Country ard their King, will not be offend- 
ed with this Attempt to guard againſt their Ruin, 
by ſhewing the Nature of an Oligarcþy from the po- 
litical Writings of the Antients. 
5 Paro, in his Republic, ſays, that an (2) 0. 8 
garchy i is big with many conſtant Evils.. 
That there can be no Virtue, no Fru gality, no 
Reſtraint of Vice, no equal Diſtribution of Nd 
and Puniſhments, the proper Objects of juſt and 
reaſonable Government, in ſuch a State, was the 
2 of that great Philoſopher. | x 
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{The 1 630 Fans graſp at Rule 41 Power to nen 3 


3 ene They are unwilling, by a due Exertion 


of the Laws, to reſtrain the Diffolute from Extra- 
agance and Perdition, that they may aggrandize 


| themſelves by Purchaſe and Extortion. 


Hence it is evident, that, in ſuch a State, Ex- 


travagance, Debauchery, Gaming, Venality, Cor- 


ruption, evety Vice of every Kind, will ſooner 


meet with Approbation than Puniſhment, and ap- 


pear abroad openly and unmaſked without any Re- 
gard to Decency, or the very leaſt Affectation of 
Virtue. And if this ſhould ever, unhappily, be our 
Caſe, we may then conclude ourſelves to be in Sub- 


jjection to an Oligarchy ; for no other Power would 
ſuſſer ſuch Enormities to prevail. 


Laws are made to reſtrain Men FRETS 5 Com- 


: 1 of public Offences, and Ma iſtrates are ap- 
ey to enforce a punctual Obſervance of the 


ws, to protect good Men and puniſh the bad; Tt 
is for this Men part with ſome natural Privileges, 


that they may have the Conveniences of ſocial Life, 


and enjoy the Benefits ariſing from à well-order'd 
Government, and anſwer for their Obedience with 


the Forfeiture of their Property, their Liberty and 
Lives. When the Virtuous are protected, and the 


Licentious kept in Awe, both Magiſtrates and Peo- 
ple do their Duty; but when the 9 55 are diſorderly 
and diſſolute, the former are corrupt or negligent. 


25 


Ha anOfficer does not We e e * kh 
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| 1 I? 1 = 5 
bis Soldiers in Order, it is his Fault if they e 
have; if he does not "ſos! his Orders ec he is 
unworthy his Commiſſion and unfit to command. 
Military or civil Officers may lay their F aults upon 
their Men, and charge that to Depravity in others 
which was firſt owing to want of Virtue in themſelves. 
When Magiſtrates are corrupt they will rather pro- 


more than extinguiſh Corruption; inſtead of prevent. 


ing public Vices they will make them ſubſervient to 
their private Intereſts. They may aſcribe this Im: 
punity of bad Men to Moderation and Mercy, but 
too much Lenity to Offenders | is want of , 0 
a * a 

Ik the Command of a Ship, fn Plato, ſhould be 
iven to a Man, not on account. of his Merit, but 
his Intereſt or Wealth, for want of which the more 
ſkillful Officer is reduced and contemn'd, what muſt 
be the Conſequence ? (4) 4 miſerable Cruixe. 55 
And is it not as pernicious in the Government of a+ 
City? (6) Much more ſo, as it is a Charge of the 
higheſt and moſt arduous Nature. 


He compares the Magiſtrates of FEA Sw: ah an 


1 Olgarciy, to Drones, and the People to a Hive of 
Bees, with this Difference between the Politician and 
the 1nſe#,- that God, in his Goodneſs, made the 


latter without Stings, but the former has arm'd 3 


ſelf with ſuch as are moſt ſharp and dreadful to be 
5 the Plague and Torment of Society. 
It is manifeſt, that under ſuch a weh the 
People will be reduced to Poverty. and the Rulers 
turn (7) Thieves, (8) Cut-pur/es, (9) Sartilegions, 
(198 the Careers 9 55 al _ N. 8 
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This is, 1 3 a very rude Cenſure of Plato 


5 "ik Suck Expreſſions are too. harſh. for the Delicacy of 


modern Ears: It does not become us to ule the plain 
Language of ancient Greece or Rome; for Language 


has undergone an equal Change with the Times and 


Mords, which once convey'd Ideas of Liberty and 
| Virtue, have now ſcarce any Meaning at all: There 
may be Good-manners without Morals, and Civi- 
lity or Politeneſs without any Regard to the In- 
tereſts of Citizens or Civil Government. Let Truth 
herſelf appear naked, and our Modeſty will not 
ſuffer. us to admit ſo indecent a Gucſt. She 
muſt aſſume a Diſguiſe, and borrow Ornaments 
from Art, or retire. from the World and wait 
the Return of ruder Ages. Should the Philoſc- 
pher or Satiriſt now write as did Juvenal and 
Plato, he would be treated as à rude unmannerly 
Fellow, and no Gentleman. The Reaſon is evi- 
dent; our Follies and Vices are ſo great, that plain 
Truth i is a Reproach to our Conduct, and not 
having any real Virtues, to ſupply the want of them, 
we make uſe of Affectation, Flattery, Addreſs, md 
all poffible Contrivances to be agrecable. 

But tho? we dread Satire when pointed at our- 
Karen we are pleas d with it when levell'd againſt 
others; and are too apt to pervert that into Scandal 
and Abuſe, which was intended aun as Caution 
and Advice. 

This Remark will, 1 hope, prevent the Reader 
from applying the harſh Cenſures, cited here from 
antient Authors, to modern Stateſmen. My De- 
= is not to abuſe but inſtruct, to prevent Men 
from adopting that pernicious Form of Government, 
an Oligarchy, or the being ſubjugated to it; and, by 
ſhewing the Miſery of that State, to make us more 


fond of og: own; 4 which, 0 +: a ſeems to be 
n * 1 4 . the 


> 


4 


5 5 x 3 2H 
hi Vibe and beſt : It is form'd ds ihe a Mode 
of antient Sparta and 5 Ne and if ever it all 
appear again in the ſame Luſtre as it did in the Reign 

of Elizabeth, if proper Care is taken that no En- 


eroachment be made upon the juſt Prerogative f 


the Crown, the Dignity of the Peers, and the Power 
and Integrity of the Commons; if no Wedge is ſuf- 
fer'd to thruſt itſelf in between theſe ſevetal Parts of 
the Legiſlature, difuniting them, and making Al 
Power and the whole Adminiſtration center in itſelf; 
that is, if no Oligarchy, no Tyranny, no eſſential 
nge in the Conſtitution ſhall be permitted to 
take Place (which without the Poiſon of Venality, 

Corruption, and a ſlaviſh Dependency, is impoſſi- 

ble) it is in its own Nature fitted, for Greatneſs, Li- 

berty, Duration. Such a Syſtem as this cannot be 
deſtroy d till one of the three Orders, it conſiſts of, 

is extinguiſh'd or weaken'd and reduced fo as to have 
loſt the Power and the Virtue of ſerving the People 
or ſupporting the Dignity of its own Order, and the 
due Balance of Power in a mixt Government; 


which has been the Deſtruction of Rome, of 84885 5 


7a, and of every free State. © 
Whenever the Attack is ice It will deb dom 
3 almoſt imperceptible Degrees; for to expunge 
the Libertics of a People openly and at one Stroke, 
is ſo groſs an Act of Violence as no Men in their 
Senſes will ever attempt. Where Force of Arms 
cannot be introduc'd to inllave Men, Stratagems 
and +Artifices muſt be employ'd ; the Nation muſt 
he taken aſleep, or in Snares craftily laid and be 
. muzzled like a Beaft before it can be broke to the 
Temper and Condition of one. To effect this, the 
Peop ſe muſt be flatter'd and amuſed; they muſt be 
bidde and corrupted, they muſt have Scope given 
them, by the Relaxation of Ks ap to become 
85 = 2  diffolute, 
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diffalure, that they may. miſtake Licentiouſneſs for 


Liberty, and loſe their Freedom with their Virtue ; ; 
for tlie one is the Support of the other, they are in- 
ſeparable, they riſe and fall together, and no Inſtance 
Lan be produced of a Nation's having preſerv'd its 
| | Freedom, for any Length of Lime, after it had | 


ceas'd to be virtuous. Men, in Support of their Vi- 


ces, become dependent upon choſe, whoſe Interelt it 
is to corrupt them; and ſuch eee as that is 


the near | Step. to Slavery. WE. 

That the People may not make an ea uly 1 
of their approaching Ruin, and be timely enough on 
their guard to prevent it, the Fotm of a free Go. 
vernment mult ſubſiſt, but its Efficacy be withdrawn 


or converted to the Purpoſes of them who. intend 
to be abſolute. . The People may be amuſed with 


the Name of Liberty when 1 is gone and then 


the Few may eſtabliſh all Power in themſelves with- 


out any Awe of a degenerate Populace, whoſe Vices | 
have render*d them as unfit to be free as unable to re- 


ſiſt. Then they may openly avow what they before 
had ſecretly contriv*d,and by. Tyrannical Opprefſions 
make the Slaves Knfible of the pane abje | /alue of ; 
Freedom, when it is not in their Power to regain it. 


It will then be too late to uſe the Language of | 
Plato, which will exaſperate the Ohirarchy, and pro- 


duce Puniſhment inſtead of a Redreſs of Grievances. : 
. Whilft Men are free, they may expole the Invaders 


of their Freedom, they. may boaft rhe Excellency of 


their Government, and they will be confirm'd in 
dheir juſt Opinion of it, by conſidering the ' Faults 


of other Forms, and the Miſeries attending every 2 
i of Tyranny. Such Compariſon will give 
them the trueſt Senſe of their civil and religious Li- 
| berties, and that Senſe will moſt firmly attach them 
to the e F N on the T ODEs and be b 
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belt Protection againſt foreign 45 domeſtic Ene- 
mies, aginſt EFerenders from abroad and ambinous 
. Intruders 1 OL 
But to return to Plato. | 4 in ase Place — 
Gras that theſe Men, the Few, will be afraid of 
proſecuting any War, becauſe they dare not en- 
courage a Militia; they dare not truſt their own ; 
People with Arms, fearing no Enemy ſo much as 
they. own Subjects; and their Avarice and Corrup- 
tion will not ſuffer them to lay out upon foreign 
_ Mercenaries a ſufficient Part of the immenſe Sums 
they have drain'd from the People. They will, if 
it is poſſible, avoid entering into Wats abroad, but 
it is not in their Power to prevent frequent Concuſ- ws 
ions at home. The poor, diſtreſs'd People, ex- 
cluded from any Share in the Government, bog 
loaded with infupportable Oppreſſions, may at 
length grow clamorous ; and, as they have been 
flecc'd of their Fortunes, 1 to hazard their 
Lives for the Recovery of them and of Liberty. 
Againſt the enervated, luxurious Fexy, loſt to Hon- 
our and Virtue, this Attempt muſt. ſucceed, and 


then follows the Execution and Baniſhment. of ſuch . 
Tyrant. - For (11) the poor People, having ſub⸗ 5 


dued cheir Oppreſſors, will put toms of them to 
Death and baniſh the veſt, (12) Such and more are 
Z the Evils of an Oligarchical Tyranny, Teh." 
hut to render this Account of an 8 more 
perfect, and that Species of Government more odi- 
us, it will be neceſſary to ſhew its Origin, chiefly. 
from Tehliu, and the Cauſes of its Diſſolution from 
Ae 1 e Ie ache i e 1 When - 
"= 11) „ot, ot. irre vice, The! 57 wee . 
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When any Number of Animals are got together, 
1 ſhews himſelf ſuperior to the reſt, 5 they fol- 

him as their Maſter; this is ſeen in every Herd, 
in every Flock, as if Monarchy. was the Voice of 
Nature: The weak and young are under the Pro- 
tection of their Leader, and if any contend for So- 
vereignty it is determined by | ſuperior Strength. 
But if we ate not allow'd to account for the Origin 
of Government among Men from what we know to 
be the Caſe of other Animals, it is moſt. probable, 
th upon Increaſe of Families and Tribes, Diſſen- 
tions naturally aroſe amongſt them; War enſued, 


and a Leader to each Army of theſe contending Par- 


ties became neceſſary; the Man of greateſt Strength, 
Abilities and Praiſe, was conſtituted General, whoſe- 
Command laſted at firſt no longer than che War 3 
but afterwards, when War was continued. without 
Ceſſation of: Hoſtilities or. Intervals of Peace, the 
 Imperator had fo far eſtabliſn'd his Authority, and 
_ gain*d upon the People, as to command over them 
both at home and abroad, in Peace as well as in 
War; and thus, obtaining the Sole Dominion to 
hel. gave riſe to Monarchy. (13) „ 

When Ambition, Pride, Avarice, pd the wan- 
ton Abuſe of Power, Attendants upon abſolute Au- 
thority, poſſeſs d him or his Succeſſors, then the 
Aonarch became a Hrant. 

Unable to bear the Oppreſſion and Cruclies * 
fuck a Monſter 3 3 the e * the 0 the moſt 
VC . 
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2 opulent and powerful depoſe him: And then ſetting 
about to rely the Diſorders a wicked 7 rant hay 
produced, take upon themſelves the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Affairs, and form that Species of Govern- 
ment, which is call'd an Ariſtocracy. 
_ "When the Evils occafion'd by the Tyrant are 105 
5 got by the People, theſe Rulers, that ſprung up af- 
ter the Diſſolution of Monarchy, commence Tyrants 
themſelves, and the Government degenerates into 


an Ofigarchy : And thus having cut off the Head of 
one Tyrannical Serpent, up ſtarts an Hydra with fif- 


ty Heads. The People are the Hercules to deſtroy 
this envenomed Beaſt, an Ohgarchy, which, like 
Smoke to the Hive, would ſuffocate the Inhabitants, 


that they may be robb'd of their Honey, deſpoiPd 


of the Produce of painful Induſtry and Labour. 
When this Beaſt is ſubdued, 
5 Democracy or popular Covern ment in themſelves, 
which from Ambition in ſome and Superiority of 


Wealth in others, degenerates into an *OxAcxgaoa A- 
not into a Mob-go- 
vernment, for that is a Chimera and a Contradicti- 


narchy or general Confuſion; 


on in Terms. In this Confuſion ariſes one, who 


N aſſumes a Command over the reſt, and Monarchy 
Thus it ends in what i it began, and 
this is the Revolution of Government according to 

: the Nature of Things and the Hiſtory of Men. 


revives again. 


__ "Hence we ſee that an Oligarchy is the Spawn of: 2 
1 bad Government rais'd up from the Ruins of Mo- 
narely. We may obſerve alſo the Imperfections of 


each Form of Policy, and thence collect the Means 
of eſtabliſning a more perfect Scheme of Govern- 
ment, indiffolyable, perpetual, g 
by an equal Mixture of the Three ſeveral Powers al- 
the King, the Nobles, and the 


ready deſcrib'd, 
* Let the One Have as great Prerogative as is 
5 enten 


the People eſtabliſh 


glorious and free, 


& * 


N 1 * ” . I . 5 
a * ” - . — 
. bo 80 * ＋ - 
x : 5 . . F 5 K = 0 0 _—_ 
£ r 1 - ;, _ S : » þ4 A 
8 7 , - — - * < 
b 2 i * * 1 2x — * 5 
3 c - . : - : . 7 : 1 » 
: A A 4 ” 4 1 . - 3 28 . . x eat 1 7 - FIRE * 
E 5 8 — 1 « < 4 2 + 1 a 5 n : Na a ** — — = oe” 2 Fo * 1 
a . r ** 8 A \ FI" 2 2 1 8 e — 5 D - : 0 ITY * oy 5 ; . — ; 
P He Eo more  Eoiaoeet nt, — n Sewn Ev PRs OC RPG SEEN cb nd wh : 3 1 —_ . P * + $ C2 * 2 - — 5 g 8 A "OY 
— —— > — 1 . — 1 . — for r * £ as 6 ” 5 a - 1 We F R — — 
- — en te ant rh, roar of — bo * ves — - — 8 — — — — 
S — 2 T . = — 4 bu 15 q — 2 5 * — —— — W 3 — — - — R . — 
Do — — —— — — — P — ; ed. ; — n= r — S — — anc — — *- n 
— 2 R . * — nn LIED — hb i IO. eg. eg Se oo 2 7 > x, . — . 9 - _ b — 
w £ 5 2 _— —— PR a — — — = - s — 2 — - WS, — — = — 6» \ — D, r * - —  - th ID — 1 * A — 0 8 5 
K - _- > — * — —.— : . - m— — . 5 ä . 2 — — . 5 , ht K== 1 Li \ 
” = — — = = _ 5 = — — - 6 — — of hol - 0 . ID 
6” > . 4 _ * — — = — — 3 * — y; >, mrs rp — f r 
_— — 9 — — 2 — . 


— 


— = * 

EEE ²˙-»L ootorn” at” err ACOG til Get” uw Se=%e.— 4 

2 3 = —— d _ 
— — — 2 — — - 
a __ - 


f n 
2 118 r 
5 —— . 
8 P 
= = po 
— - 


— 8 
—— — oi 
— — — - — E 
mk 
8 * 


— <RAIP———_ 
. * 25 I 


R — — = — 
— — —  —  —  — _———_ __———— 


— - —o—- ABN => > o—<——<——_—e— 


—— — ee — — ¹u2ß ̃ * " 
_ — 56S 6 PRE en - — * * 2 
N r ä 8 A 8 * 1 
g 1 a 1 
: * 
4 's = 


aw 2 2 — — . —— 
— - 5 > _ — a * a 
x 4 reer r 1. 45 fo Bos - > n — 
* _ „— Re POIROT r N NE 2 * 
— * 0 — ach Se mT. + oa; ee” * a l 2 4 * W * P 
* . N * 7 * 2 * * * b x 
* © - - __— : + 
- *n — vi 4 . S - 
— . 7 \ 4 
*. C- I . 
— * 
4 N k - 
” ” 
4 > . 


F ERR I ENT 
_— « 2 . E 


— 


. 
* 
* 
* 
8 
1 
+: 
= 
A 
"42 
54 
* 


— * 
: * 


2 ich the SE of 


885 (18 8 


* Reſt; let the - 
cople be fairly arid honeſtly repreſented” in Senate, 


and the Nobles preſerve the Balance between the 
King and the People, in order to prevent any En- 


croachments upon the Prerogative et the bong 'or 
| the Liberties of the Other. © ; 


-*Phis, not an infamous Oligaroby, is our 'Conflti: 
tutſon; this alone, and not the Tyranny of a Feto, 


is bur Government; and this we are bound” to pre- 
ſerve, at the Hazard of our Lives, if we have any 
| Reverence or Regard left' for the Sacred Name of 


Liberty, or dread as We: ugh the Pperperual Cure | 
of our Poſterity. 


If we are to be glue t us. e ch Servas 11 he | 


Maſter A King may „ but an 0 
| ent is a Group of Tyrants. 


Ariſtotle, in his Politics, ſays, 28 it is pk welt 
of all Governments it is of ſhorteſt Duration: And 


as it is erected upon the Ruins of the People, it is 


only to be ſupported by Tyrannical Oppreſſions, 
unn Diſſoluteneſs and Corruption of Manners. 


(14) It will admit of no Confidence to be plac'd 
in the People: they muſt be difarm'd; they muſt 


be abus'd and ill treated; they muſt” "EY excluded 


the Right of Citizens. The ſame Evils reſult from 
the Government, of. a Few. as From i orgy TV. 
5 Pris or War ehiele | MY” can pere no Se. 


curity for the Continuance of their unjuſt Authori- 
ty. They dare not truſt Arms in the Hands of 


their « own 1 90 2 are e . being Woe 
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bs Mercenaries. ; 7 Pile that 3 muſt ; 
become general, and a Variety of intolerable Op- 
Preſſions at length will provoke the Multitude to riſe 
up and ſubdue them. 

- Theſe are the two principal Cauſes of the Diſſo- 
lution of an Oligarchy ; (15) The One, when the 
þ are thoroughly. provoked by Ill-uſage and 
* Oppreſſion ; The Other, (16) when Men of Rank 
and Fortune are excluded from any Share in the Go- 
vernment, and a very Few form the State Junto or 
Cabal: Then is the Subverſion of an Oligarchy ſoon 
effected as it was in Malte! in Mer, 1 in en 15 
and in other Places. 

If the frequent Dangers an Oligarchical Scher me 
18 s expoſed to, and the Certainty of its ſhort Dura- 
tion are not ſufficient to deter weak and ambitious 
Men from attempting it, the following Oath which 
ſuch Tyrants have formerly taken, and to which all 
Abettefs of that abominable Syſtem muſt conform 
their Actions, is ſufficient to prevent Men, in 
their Senſes, from ſubmitting to ſuch an Eep⸗ 
and deſtructive Yoke. It is this: (17) Iwill be to 
ihe People an evil Agent, and e * n that 
Miſchief may be done them. _ | 

When ſeven of the chief of the Nobility ; in Per. | 
ia had put the Magi to Death (two Servants in the 
Palace, who had uſurp'd the Empire before the 
. Dea of ane ad conſulted walker what " 
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of 8 to ſubject the People. 8 the 
firſt who diſcover the falſe Smerdis, ſenſible of the 
ſad Effects of Tyranny, and more deſirous of givi 
Liberty to all than of becoming a Tyrant kin ſelf? 
ſens? for a Common-wealth ; but Megabyzus, 


The _ unwilling to ſurrender up the imperial ity to 

done Man or the Many, 5h for keeping Ry Poke 

in their own Hands and eſtabliſhing an Oligarchy. 
This Darius oppos d; becauſe (18) vehement per- 
ſonal Enmities uſually ſtart up in ſuch a State; for 


every one of the Cabal wiſhing to be uppermoſt and 


to have his Opinions prevail, they fall into great and 
mutual Animoſities: Hence proceed Violence and 


mm 


| Government of one Man, and that he would give 
up to them his Pretenſions, if they would promiſe 


Slaughter, which naturally terminate in Mona 
as the leaſt Evil; and therefore, to prevent ſuch a 
Train of unavoidable and fruitleſs Calamities, he de- 


clar'd for the Continuance of the old Government 
under Kings. Four of the ſeven came immediately 
into his Opinion, to which the reſt preſently agreed, 
excepting Otanes, who declar'd, that he would not 
be the Man to govern others, nor fubmit to the 


that he and his Poſterity ſhould enjoy their Free- 
dom, which they readily granted and he left them. 
There were three Attempts made to eſtabliſh an 


 Oligarchy at Athens, which, to the Misfortune of 


that People, unhappily ſucceeded for a Time; and, 


if they had continu*d, muſt have been the final De- 


deen of Athens. But no e is ever f 


_ bong 


(18) „ eee e TY ee gixkee 


byſinx: 0 * due g - rug. ID, 

| e Ts. yd, 8s. WL wad dn any 1 7 

dit I Sers ler Ln 5 Toy ade ebe. e J 
* a wen 85 3 e Herodot. 


- 
| . 


Rl 45 21 A FT 
Ei long. Continyance ; ; for either the 3 will 11 
up againſt ſuch a Tyranny, and extinguiſh it, that 
they may recover their Freedom, and revenge their 
Oppreſſions, or, if Deſpair and Timidity have render- 
ed them fit Subjects to a laviſh Dominion, the Few . 
will, from Ambition and a Deſire of ſupreme Po- 


E er in each of them, deſtroy their on Scheme: 


For (19) they will not long continue an equal Ba- 
lance of Power amongſt themſelves, but one ſtrive 
for Superiority over the reſt; which cannot happen 
in Regal or Popular Governments, for in them no 
Scheme or Opinion is embrac'd or condemn'd, no 
Man choſe or rejected, by Men of equal Powe: with 
himſelf, but by 95 3 of the People or the Will 
of a King: And if there happens any Diſſention a- 
mong the Few, hich it is not * for ever to 
avoid, if one diſcqntented Member is expell'd or 
reſigns, he will fly to the People, he will incenſe 
them againſt their Oppreſſors, and provoke and en- 
courage the. Many to deſtroy them, which, when 
they have a ſufficient Leader, they never fail to at- 
tempt, and ſeldom to accompliſh. This makes it 
neceſſary for the Fęm to put to Death or proſcribe 
every popular Man of Eminence and Abilities a- 
mong the People, and every great Man in the Oli- 
garcby, who ſhall diſſent 55 them, or ſhew the 
leaſt Inclination to favour the People Thus were 
Jperamenes one of the Few, Niceratus, Autalicys, and 
every Man of Fortune, Intereſt or Virtue, who 
might have it in his Power by his Popularity and 
good Qualities to ſubvert or diſtreſs them, put to 
Death by that W. which Lane, ſet up. in 
Athens... + f 
They did not indeed immediatelp exerciſe this 
Cruelty upon the Citizens? ; they were e afraid to ſhew, 


D 1 | at 


(19) Diodoras, 


"14 ww 
at firſt and at one View, the large Scene of Cruel 
ties they were determin*d to gxecute ; they did not 
dare to ſpread abroad the ſanguine Terrors of their 
Br br before they had eſtabliſh'd 2 firm Autho- 
rity , Tho' the People were worn out with a War 
le had continu'd twenty-ſeven Years, their Walls 
and Fences broke down and demoliſh*d, their Fleet 
deſtroy'd, their Forces vanquiſh'd, themſelves ſub- 
dued, and the Spartan Army at hand to inforce and 
protect the Authority of the Few. They were not 
fond of ſhewing er Stings till they could exert 
them with eee ſecure from Danger a and Re- 
ſiſtance. 

Upon the firſt Alteration TYRE made in the Go. 
vernment they appear*d rather gentle than violent 
in their Behaviour to the Citizens; for no Tyrant 
or Tyranny, as was hinted before, is at once the 
' devouring Monſter it will afterwards prove to be: 
The People muſt be laid afleep or be ſtupify'd, 
before their will ſuffer the Shackles of Slavery to be 
riveted on their Limbs: The Crocodile by Tears, and 
the (20)Hyens by imitating the Voice of Men, are 
ſaid to deceive firſt and then to deſtroy : TTY was 
not rue in DOE Dogg! of his 5 wor 


| Nom repente tur Mus. 5 


ee is more Danger to be dppechendea' flo 
the Artifices of deſigning Men than from an open 
Enemy: Every Man is on his guard againſt the lat- 
ter, but the former work in ſecret, and ſap hy De- 
grees the old Foundations df Government, and, 
under the ſpecious Pretence of doing Good to their 
Country POINT 8 855 e which, 1 a 


(30) Diode 


; (2 3 * 1 0 
End, ſhew that their Deſign was not to ſerve ths 
People but themſelves. 
Men cannot be too jealous of their. Liberties: 2 
FE ory 4s ught to ſuſpect all Innovations, every Change, 
to the Fan ae Conſequences of them; 
1 in the neareſt Point of Veiw, the Covering or 
| Diſguiſe may be ſuch as the groſs Eye of the Mul- 
titude cannot pervade, and under it may Wo. the 
fatal Seeds of Tyranny and Deſtruction. 
ILuyſander, who had more of the Fox than the Lion 
in his Make, and who (2 1) acquir'd Fame more by 
good Fortune than Virtue, was not ſo ſolicitous for 
the Proſperity of Greece as for the Succeſs of hisown 
- ambitious Schemes. It was not his Intentto reſtore. 
Peace and to unite the contending States of Greece, 
that they might be for ever free and formidable to 
their Enemies: No; he aim'd at univerſal Empire 
himſelf, and in order to that eſtabliſn'd Oligarchies 
| wherever he went. (22) He knew that Species of 
Tyranny to be ſubverſive of the Liberties of a Peo- 
le, but did not know of how ſhort a Duration it is: 
Th took ſpecial Care that it ſhould conſiſt of none. 
but his own Creatures; or if others were admitted, 
4 it was only for a Time, that they might firſt loſe | 
their Popularity and ſoon after their Lives, if they 
would not act in ane to his Daſigns. 
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There 
(321) Magnam reliquit ſai famam emagis felicitate um 
virtute partam. Mabes. 


(22) Nihil aliud molitus eſt, quam ut omnes civitates 
in ſud teneret poteſtate, quum id ſe Lacedæmoniorum 


cauſa facere /imularet : Namque undique, qui Athenien- 5 


ſium rebus ſtuduiſſent, ejectis, decem delegerat in una- 
quaque civitate, quibus ſummum imperium poteſtatem- 
que omnium rerum committeret. Horum in numerum 
nemo admittebatur, niſi qui aut ejus hoſpitio contineretur - 
aut e ſhus fore proprium fide COON ul. 


1 a 


— 


(24 0 8 * 
There's this to be ſaid in his Fa avour, that he 4 noe ; 
attempt the Ruin of his own Country before he had 


ſubdued all irs Enemies but himſelf. Wicked and 


deſigning as he was, he had nevertheleſs the Glory 


of the Lacedemoman Arms in his View: He did 
not ſuffer them to be perpetually defeated ; he did 
not weary them out with a Multitude of fooliſh, un- 
ſucceſsful Expeditions ; he did not endeavour to 


break the military Spirit, the native Ardour of his 


Countrymen ; 


nor was he for making Peace with an 


Enemy at am Rate and upon am Terms: He did 


not impoveriſh his Country but enrich'd it; he ſent 


Money, and the People receiv'd it, tho? expresſly 


forbidden by a Law of Zycurgus; and this Intro-. 


duction of Riches into that Common-wealth was the 
Cauſe of its Diſſolution. Thus Ly/ander a ; 
Athens by Force, and Sparta by Corruption. 5 
Of all Poiſons Bribery is the moſt fatal and per- 
nicious: It is eafily diſtributed, and 3 vt 
fwallow*d by the People to their Beſtruction. The 


baneful Influence of this gilded Venom is not iwme- 


diately felt by them, and therefore they are les o 
blame than thoſe who corrupt them. . 

I is ſaid, Tknow, if Men will be corruptediit is their 
ownFault: If they were virtuous they would not receive 


© Bribes. But are People tobe govern'dby flattexingand 
feeding their Vices? Is a Government not to puniſhand 


reſtrain Vice, but to reward and encourage it? And 


are public Vices indeed ſo neteſſary to a good Go-. 
rernment, that they muſt be bought up. at a high 
Price? Are Men to make a Sale of their Faith and: 
Conſciences, and ſet them up at Auction to be fold 


to the bigheſt Bidder among Stateſmen? That Men 


in general are not virtuous, is true; for, if they were, 


there would be no Occaſion for Government; Which 


was introduced for no otter Reaſon than 0 pra- 


mote 


# 


-mote Virtue and prevent Vice, by an equal Diſtri- 
bution of Rewards and Puniſhments. Laws are net 
made upon a Suppoſition of univerſal Honeſty; 
dut, onthe contrary, to oblige Men to be honeſt: 
And whenever Governors mall pleaſe to make it the 
Intereſt of Men to be virtuous, they will not find 
them averſe to their Schemes. When Men are ſure 
of being rewarded for their Service and Integrity, 
and of being piiniſh'd for their Demerits, they will 
naturally prefer Right to Wrong. Politicians are ſo 
ſenſible of this, that, if they have a bad Cauſe to 
ſapport, they never fail to make their own Uſe of 
= Depravity of Men by bribing them to be on their 
This Tyſander did; but as the Laws of Sparta 
had the Sanction of an Oracle, and the Greeks were 
ever a ſuperſtitious People, he was deſirous of pro- 
curing the divine Voice of a Pytboneſs in his Favour; 


but corrupt as Oracles were, always ſubſervient to 


political Purpoſes, not one in the whole World, for 


be tried them all, could by Offers of Wealth or by 


Menaces, be induced to utter one Diſtich in his Fa- 
vour. The Prieſts of Jupiter Hammon in Africa, 
and Pharnabazus, a Viceroy of the King of Per/ia, 

divulg'd his Treachery to the Lacedemonians, and 
this Diſcovety render'd all his arbitrary Shemes of 
Empire abortive. e 


Happy had it been for Greece, if his Avarice, his 
Corruption and his Tyranny had been ſooner de- 
tected; for Sparta never recover'd her antient Vir- 
tues, after ſhe had once admitted Bribery and the 


Means of continuing it into her Dominions, nor the 


other States of Greece their glorious Liberty, with all 
its Powers, after they had been tormented with Oli- 


 garchies, 


v/ande ' fed 


, As 
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Ibens, but a | 
of themſelves, and no other Security ever thought 
of than what was neceſſary for the Safety of their 
own Petſons, and the Support of their Tyranny. 


.< 26) 


Tyſander was commilſion'd r 6 cab e th 


| ide of the Athenians, and not to put out one of 


the Eyes of Greece, as Athens was then call'd-: And 


[when "he had inform'd the Magiſtrates of Sparta, 


chat he had taken the City, they ſent him word, chat | 
to have taken it was ſufficient.  * 


"The Defign of Sparta might effeually be an- 


ſwer d by the Capture of Athens and the pulling 
down its Walls, but not the Views of a (23) fac- 
tious Commander, who aim'd at nothing leſs than 
the Reduction of all the Cities, to have them in an 


entire Subjection to himſelf ; which, as he did it un- 


der the artful Pretence of ſerving his own Country, 


brought the Lacedemonians under the extreme Ha- 


Rh tred of Greece. 


He excluded all thoſe, "hin Gans to FREE the 5 


Adee Intereſt, from any Share in the Govern- 

ment of their Cities, which he had put into the 

Hands of a fe bad Men, who had been his Fa- 
vourites, or were engaged in his Service, and had 


promis'd to be at his Devotion, In Samos and moſt 
other places the Authority was committed to Ten, 


5 but 1 in Albens there were Thirty Tyrants. 


Theſe Men at firſt pretended to have the greateſt 


Recard for the Public Good, tho' they intended no 
7 Good to any but themſelves : They talk'd of pub- 
lic Meaſures, but nothing was done by them for 


the People. They faid, they would make good 
Laws, and 1 for the future Security of A4. 
the Laws they made were in Favour 


They Raps up the F orm of a free Government to 
N 5 5 amuſe 


69 Lyſander ſemper gau aud fuiſſer, . : 


* 


wu 


* | 
a—_ 
awake the: Peaple with the Phantoms of a; * 
and of civil Magiſtracies, ,whilft their Strength and 
their Freedom were taking away : They ſuffer d no 
Aſſembiy to meet, unleſs it were to give Sanction 
to and confirm their Authority, nor any Office to 
be held or Magiſtrate to act, unleſs it were to "= 
their Commands obey d executed. They 
ſeem'd to favour a 3 Government und to be 
willing to admit the into ſome Share of 
Power with themſelves ; 1 — was more owing, 
to their Fears than to any good Will they had far 
the People of Aubent: They receiv'd three Thou- 
ſand Men into their. Service and communicated to 
them ſome of their Power, but then this was only 
to urm one Part of the Citizens againſt the veſt ; it 

was dividing the People in order to ſubdue them; 
for in Fact they made no other Uſe of theſe Men than 

to keep others in Awe and to fight for the Tyranny ; 
And leaſt the three Thouſand ſnould not he ſuſſicient, 
for theſe Purpoſes, or for fear of a Revolt, they 
mw an additional Guard from Lacedamon: 

And then, imagining; themſelves ſtrong enough for 

the Execution of all manner of Oppreſſion and Gru- 

elty, and in no danger of any Reſiſtance from the 

Friends to Läberty and Athens, they threw aſidde tue 
Maſk they had aſſum'd, which was:colourid over 

with Juſtice,i Lenity and a Regard for the public = 

Welfare, and ſhewid themſelves to be the worſt of . 

All Tyrants that had ever been permitted to we 

Mankind. They ſet out indeed with puniſhing 

ſome diſſolute and diſorderly Citizens, but ns fa- 

nn Thouſands of other Men, all the in- 
.habitants of Eleuſis to a Man; Fourteen Hundretd 

Citizens, who, for the moſt part, were Men of 

Rank and Fortune; Five Thouſand fled into the 
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be Tyrant than fell in ten Tears of che de- 


ſtructive Pelopoungſian War: To this Number we 
may add the Fhree Thouſand Captives, taken by 
Igſander When he deſtroy'd the Athenian Fleet, 


b were al put to Death, except one perfidious 


Wretch, the FORAY, who is ſaid to have betray'd 
his Country and the Truſt 1508 'd in tum 2 fa- 


| ous the Enemy. 


Athens immediately bickine a Too 4 Blood 3 
very diſaffected Perſon; that could be found, was 
vob to Death, and his Eſtate confiſcated. ' Many 


Citizens fled to the remoter Parts of Greece, unable 
to endure the Severities inflicted on them by the 


Oligarchy; and of thoſe: that remained in Athens, 


there were more who choſe to talk of Liberty than 
ito fight for it; their. 2 were ſharper than 
their Swords, and even (24) good Men ſpoke with 
more Spirit than they Pa ght. Of this Thrahbulus 

was made extremely ſonfible; when heedetermined 

to reſcue his native Country from the Tyrannical 
Powers that inſlaved it. Inſtead. of appearing at 


the Head of a numerous Band of Citizens, he ſtood 


_ almoſt alone for a time, and was rather -deſpiſed 
than feared by the Tyrants : They thought his At- 
_ tempt too raſh to ſucceed, and neglected to oppoſe 


him till it was too late to ſecure themſelves. 25 
Events of War are ſo uncertain, that it is in- 


 excuſable Raſhneſs and Folly to treat the inferior 
Forces of an exaſperated Enemy with. ſuch Con- 
ttempt as to be negligent Obſervers of their Mo- 
tions and Deſigns, which gives them an Opportu- 
znity of encreaſing their Strength, of taking Ad- 
 _ .yantages, which may be equal to that of Numbers, 
df. een nn; not on their Guard, and of 


wy 
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( 29 ) 
Sud ting an Army greatly ſuperior to denen 
There are Inffances of Ns in every Age: It was 


| this enabled Lyſender to ſteal a Victory over the 
Athenians, to take their City, ſubvert their Govern- 
ment, and eſtabliſh the Tyranny; and it was tus 


alſo that gave Succeſs to the Deſigns of Thraſybutus 


to remove that Tyranny,” which was deſtroyed 
the ſame Means it was raiſed, nmol, che "Negl- 
gence” of Commanders. 

So few were the Number of his Followers! chat, 
when Thrafjbulus march*d to Phyle, thirteen Miles 
from Athens, and took Poſſeſſion of that ſtrong 


_ Fortreſs ; he had not ſeventy | Men under. his -Com-: 

mand: To ſo ſmall a Force, as this was in the Be- 

ginning of that 8 lorious Struggle, did 886 FONG 
; Thy 


the Recovery of its Freedom. 
The Tyrants were greatly alarm'd at this: unex- 


1 Step, taken by Thraſybu'/us 1 in Favour of the 


eople: They endeavour'd immediately to recover 


dur important Place; but no ſooner were they ſeq - 


down before it than there (25) fell a deep Snow, 


and whilſt ſome were removing their Tents, others 


imagin'd the Enemy had made a Sally and put their 


Companions to flight ; upon this being ſeiz'd _ / 
a Panick the Army was oblig'd to draw off. This 


| Retreat gave Spirits to the People; it rais'd in them 
Hopes of Succeſs, and their Number increas% from 


_ Seventy to Seven Hundred Men. TheQugarchynow 
fear d the Loſs of their Power and the Reſentment 

of the People: They had already been diſapointed in 
their Pe to recover Phyle ; They ſa the little Ar- 
my of their Enemy daily increaſing, 18 was more 
formidable to the T yrants by the General that com- 


manded it than by its Numbers: They were ſenſi- 


ble that the Multitude could do nothing of theme + jg 
ſelves without ſuch a Leader, and ee deter. : 


2 3 ö 5 | * 5 


(25) Diodorus, 
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{nbd to gain him over from the deren; Party by 
flir Promiſes, if it were poſſible, rather than to ha- 
 "2ard a Battle. They offer'd to make him one of 
the Oligarchy, but he diſdain'd their Propoſal; he 
; the Fate of Theramenes and others too well to 


os truſt them : He had taken up Arms in Defence of 


the People, and was reſolv'd not to lay chem down 

till their Liberties were reſtor d to them again. 
By this Time he had a thouſand Followers, with 
whith Strength he quitted the Garriſon of Phyle, 
| ſeized upon the Fyræus, and gave Battle to the 

Tyrants, in which fell two of the principal Men 


1 bes the Ougarchy, and the reſt were defeated. 


After this Victory Thra/ybulus exhorted the three 


' qoknd Athenians, who had ſerved the Tyrants, 


no longer to be the Inſtruments of a Faction that 
was deſtructiye of the Liberties of their Country. 
He aſſured them that his only Aim ia theſe Com- 
2 was to reſcue Athens from a-State of Sla- 
© : That he would not have appeared in Arms 
alt them, if they had not been the Aſſociates 
of ſuch as had N the free Government of 
" Athens into the Tyranny of a Few » That it was 
their Cauſe he maintained as well as that of his 
Followers; that they were Fellow-Citizens, and 
ought not to be armed againſt one another, but 
mütually join in the Subverſion of that Form of 
Government, which had been impoſed upon them 
dy their Enemies, and had exerciſed ſuch Cruelties 
by Slaughter, Baniſhment, and the Forfeiture of 
5 Eftates, as Athens never had felt before. 
By ſuch like popular and well-meaning Decla- 
"ih" he eafily prevailed upon the three thouſand 


3 (many of whom, it is probable, diſliked the Pro- 


| reedings'of the Oligarchy, and had embarked in 


; Cauſe, for the fake of ſome immediate . 
reſt, 


5 "of 31) 
| 2 reſt, and gen we then deſperate Siagga Af- 
fairs, together with the favourable Promi z in 
made by "the Few) to revolt from and ah 


Tyrants; Who, forſaken by their e . 
Laries, were not long after dire of their He ers. 


and obliged to quit Athens. ' 
Thus ended this Attempt of 'fabliſbing a an Ok. 


| garchy in that City: But it was immediately ſuc- 
ceeded by another, which behaved in the lame: Man- 


ner and ſoon met with the ſame Fate. 


The Conduct of Men upon Alterations 5 0 


ment, and when they have reſumed all Power into 


their own Hands, is amazing: They think of no- 
thing more than the Removal of a preſent Diſtreſs, nM 
and rarely provide againſt, the quick Return f 
c When the Athenians had WM 
happily got rid of one Tyranny, they ſet up an- 
ther: Though they had ſeverely felt the Effects of 
an Oligarchy, they would yet truſt the Adminiſtra- — 
tion of their Affairs in the Hands of a Vu; and. 
as if their Misfortunes had ariſen, only, From: the 4 W | 
Men, and not at all from the Form and Manger 
of their Government, they fogliſhly expected 4 
erſons; - 
they thought to leſſen their Exils by leſſening the i 
Number of the Tyrants; but the new Governors © 
When thexv 
had it in their Power to put an End to all I. 
2 they ſhould have reſtored to their a wo 


like Miſchiefs again. 


Change of Meaſures by a Change of 
5 1h hag: no better than the old ones. 


the Freedom enjoyed by their Anceſtors; but thy 
is an Advantage Men ſeldom take. 


Inſtead of reſtoring, the Democracy act conti- - 72 a } 
3 oved the Form of an Olzgarchy, and, chuſing one - = 
out of every Tribe, gave that Power to Ten. 


Wee 4 5 had ſo Wee taken 1850 the i Th: 
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3 "AY 14 1nj uſtice as their Predeceſſors 
ad dane before "them, chey were not leſs afraid 


of} p9] ular Vengeance than the Loſs of their Power; 


but! epending- more upon the Aſſiſtance of their 
_ Friend, han the Strength of their Party 
in Athens, the -ſent to him to come and ſupport 
E Form of. Government himſelf had erected. 
Having obtained Succours from Sparta, he ſet 
out for Athens, but was followed by Pauſanias, (26) 
(a Man of ſome good Qualities and over-run with | 
many Vices) one of the Kings of Lacedemon, with | 
two'of the Zphori, a kind of Magiſtrates not un- 
like the Tribunes of the People in Rome. They 
Enew the ambitious Views of Lyſander, and were 
reſolved to counter-a& them: It was evident to 
them, that he did not conquer Athens for his Coun- 
_ try, but himſelf. . Pauſanias therefore, who envied 
the Greatneſs of Lyſander, ſecretly carried on a- 
| Correſpondence with the 4:benians, and at length 
concluded a Treaty with them in their Favour, by 
- which the Democracy was reſtored. Thus a King 
"gave back that Liberty to the People which a Mi- 3 
 niſter had taken away; 
This, let Pauſanias have acted from what Mo- 
tives you will, is an illuſtrious Inſtance of regal 
Wie: and fuch as may deſerve to be imitated by 
ſome future Prince: That, if ever he ſhall find 
one Man uſurping his Authority, or a Few, by the 
- Uſe of a political Cement to coaleſce, that they 
may not diſſolye or be broken, aſſuming to them 
ſelxes all the Powers of Government, he may have 
Metey upon himſelf and his People, reſcue the 
Dignity of his Crown, and the Freedom of his 
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= Wok Ve virtutibus  cluxit ben vitii ef ebrutus, 


tad 


their Connections, break their Phalans, and be 


ey Himſelf the Head of his People. "on 
It is remarkable, the popular party were r 1 
moderate and merciful than the oppoſite Factions 
They did not proceed to Extremities with nein 

id d not return the Barbanties that „ 5 q 


Enemy; they 
had been inflicted on them, but, on the contr 


Thraſybulus made a Law, called the A of Gee, 5 ? . | | 


by which no One was to be accuſed or puniſhed 
for paſt Actions: And when ſome, who had fuf- 


fer'd Baniſhment with him, were for breaking the 75 . 
Law, and putting their Enemies to Death, he pre= 


vented it by a public Proteſtation againſt it. Thus 


by his Bravery, Thraſibulus, ſaved his Country, and 2 
by his Prudence, | ſoftened the Animoſities of con- = 


tending Parties, and obliged them to be Friends. 


12 


of the two great Commanders, whoſe Names and 


Actions have ſo often occurred in this Account of 90 Y 
the Oligarchy, which was eſtabliſhed in Athens. | 
Lyſander bravely fell in a Battle with the Thebansz, 


and Thraſybulus, (27) the moſt amiable, tho? not 
the moſt ſplendid of all the Grecian Characters, 


being ſent to Rhodes, to do for that Place What 
he had effected for Athens, the Subverſion of the | 
Tyranny. of. the Few, was, from. the Negligence > + 
of the Guard, treacherouſly murdered. in his Tent _ 
1 Barbarians, who in the a made a Sally from ml 


their Town. 


l have been more particular it in "this: Nartaridh' 8 
£4 45 5 I MOR to . in "AY; I: 1 7 5 of 1 
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n eee, animi, in patriam eee 


neſcio quomodo, quum nemo eum anteiret his virtu- 1 
eibus, multi nobilitate penn N 5 
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I cannot relinquiſh this Period of the Greeian — 
Seary, © without informing my Readers of the Fate 


— > wy 8 * . : bs : De 1 
W ' —_ * Y « p F 5 Fo * 
5 4 py * ps T 4 & * 7 "aq 
* 7 — 4 A 8 1 N 25 — - - \ « 
S F 1 ? * . N a 
* 8 x * * — 2 — # 5 * 2 Q - -þ i 5 h _ 8 55 WY 0 5 & * bu > q 
x. % ates 3 N 5 $ 7 b 3 a a, | 8 3 9 * 5 . a 3 2 - J 5 1 % > - f a . & 
+ . 4 8 — 2 A <>. xs 2 2 + + E. - , 2 i : 4 © 1 — „ 55 5 * "I 3 3 # f 5 A — 
»; - S In . 2 0 0 2 2 NV, + * 2 * >. 5 2 8 7 » : 8 1 — 8 . Reds” 5 G "3" * 3 =, 8 * ' VT y 9 2 — 4 
OE. * Rn . Bb. . — 3 — 2 | F — 2 2 : | ett. 2 FA : 2 £ £ & : p 3 Bia i 7 54 N IT I 5 . waz 
* * . 5 4 n 2 ED" 48 - 7s . 8 22 4 J Q . . . * & * N * " - : a Os. Jo « * los. M ia N £ 28 C wo 2 — Pe -» 
$7 „ N a wy p FI V 8 * 2 — ths * - 22 n , < ? "9 Io 4 q x : e 2 2 * 1 = ! - . 5 ex Ta. &-+ ; 4 8 F K+ , . 8 IE r * N 5 
— _— 4 es Fine he r 2 eh, 1 ö 5 : Ws ; paced 5. 3 36 * 2 . * - n => OS e ke. — 5 8 I 7 C re. 5; — . Eh 
. * — 1 Pry 80 9 g — — — — , FR. +0 — ” o * * "= hs . * - >, P74 A * * Us * da 4 * - "2 2 „ 2 8 2 — 2 x 4 N A — * 4 * — 4 * 
n * 3 3 2 1 Tp * — 1 Ps * SEX 2 — — — 2 ** . 2 , ** — > — — 5 - S-. 5 =T . F — 22899 — q — 
> = 2 et Fe FF 8 Tok - 8 R 8 : = — — 1 . - — ̃—— — — l — gy Tr" * < — £ 85 - — = r n — — 
K . | te =O — 8 Cn, - 4 —— _— — — - - — 8 L = _ — — — 
1 "ES n — , — w p * > 2 — ” : f 1 
8 2 ad 5 — — —— — 7 — T 4 — bs — — — 22 = 4 - - 2 1 
— = 6 — 4 4 22 — o — 4 —— _ - „„ * — 
ny CE —— —H— - 7 _- -6 "I K 5 * 2 K 9 ** 8 4 8 — —— — 2 — wag 1 
* * . OE Er Do ned. eo — = 4 — — — — 4 Ft K 2 7 , a "FE 4 — af K — 8 ; S p n 
— A CR. TR a ; 0 y . - Fe A 4 : To b rn : _ 
- — N : - 2 2 — EBIT _ 9 a 5 — 2 — ie iow nt nt * 0 1 . — — — 2 
— - a 8 6 \ : 1 * 1 N 8 2 3 q — 4 —— bm ont — — 3 
> \ kad — , — "ey 2 2 f . * TE A — 4 « 
. l . — — _ g — <p" _ Lane * — 
; i « * , * 7 2 O 1 - * — — — — NE tn po — "i —_ _ 2 \ 
q * — 2 — — 1 if 7 — * — —— —— * — — LED — uy ct ñ—ů3E—ä 2 1 
<P" i —— N — x 2 — 8 2 — —— q— n — 
. Pa 1 . I . 7 * — — — — 7 2 - _ 22 2 


h 


1 nn Ry becauſe this alone is ”Y * 


cient to confirm and illuſtrate the political Maxims 
of. the ancient Philoſophers. _ It- juſtifies the Aſpe- 


tity of their Language, and confirms the Truth 
. of; their Obſervations, and, in particular, that of 


the ſhort Duration of 071 cbr for theſe two, | 


undder the Thirty and the Ten, taken together, did 
not continue above three Years, But as Rules in 


Policy, like the general Laws of Nature, are to be 


dJdaeaduded from. a Variety of Facts, and not from 
' ©. one. lingle and uncommon. Event, 1 ſhall produce 

ſome other Inſtances out of Hiſtory to W che | 
Remarks I have already made. = 
khree Years before the Conqueſt: of Athens and 


Ri Los of its Liberty by Lyſander, the Democra- 
cy (28) had been taken away, the Senate diſmiſs'd, 


. * andan Ovgarchy of four hundred ſubſtituted in the 
Room of them. The Occaſion. was this: Alcibiades 
Was thought of too. much Conſequence to be ſuffer'd 
dd remain in Exile, and they, who before had been 
the Cauſe. of his Baniſhment, now with*'d his Re- 
turn. But he knew the wavering Diſpoſition of the 
Miles and was unwilling to truſt them again, unleſs | 
_ thoſe. in Power were remov' d, and ſome Curb and 
Reſtraint put upon the Many Who were incenſed a- 


gainft Him, ſome for bis Impiety and extravagant 


. Debaucheries, others from a Jealouſy of his ſupetior 
SGreatneſs. His Terms were accepted, chiefly by 
the Means of Antiphor, and Pi ſander, who had then 


the Command of the Army at Samos; and the moſt | 


popular Men were put to Death, that the Oppoſi- 0 


ron; to a Change of Government, might have leſs 
Force; a Guard alſo was appointed to attend the 
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Kurd wick "_ to intimidate we People and 


beute themſelves, 


If Men of great Power, Knowledge and Abilitids | 
: had not concern'd themſeves in this Change, it conld 


never have been brought about; for the People, 
having continued free for near one Hundred Years, 


could not bear to ſee their Freedom taken away, | 


to be ſubjected to a new Sort of Tyranny ſo long 
| after the Expulſion of Tyrants, and inſtead of com- 


manding others, as they had done for the Space of 
fifty Tears, to be themſelves under the Command 1 


of an OH gar. 
But cheſs Men were no Wenne in the Poſſeſſion 


of Power than they exerted it in the ſame Manner 


as did afterwards the Thirty and the Ten Tyrants. 


They would have made Peace with the Enemy a- 


| broad, that they might carry on their deſtructive 
Meaſures at home; "but the Terms they propos'd 
were rejected: And ar laſt to ſave themſelves from 


the Reſentment of the Athenian Forces, who had 

ſeverely threaten'd them, they would have betray'd 

there Country to the Spartans, but were fortunately 
prevented, by having the Power wreſted out of 


their Hands, after 1 8 had held it for the N of 
5 one Tear” "+ 


| vo 

"Tn theſe civil Codniitiais;” it dt by ord the 
5 People were often to blame. I do not inſiſt upon 
the Virtues of the Many in thoſe Days, nor the Ex. 
cellence of their Government ſo long after the Deam 


of Solon: 1 know it was greatly corrupted. *” The 


Jealouſy and Inſolence of the common People, the 5 
Fears and Ambition of the Nobility, exceeded all: 


Bounds, and threw the State into frequent Convul- 


fions : They were mutually afraid of each other, 
and, inſtead of preſerving the Balance of Power 
= nas were for throwing all the Ow into one 
- Scale. 


———— — ²mſ—— EE Rane 


2 . > 
. OP Bios Ye = —— — 
Cp — B 


"4 G 
I % . 1 
EE ee . 7—§—§ÜÜ§» in ea. s ; 38 
boy IE : 4 _ 
= - 
= — pron ——— = =. — * 
© : a 
— — — -—— — a — = 


—2 


2 
— 


! 
+ 
' 
1 
0 
= © 
** 
F 
15 
$] 
'N 
5 I 
0 [Si 
1 
( 
1 
3 [5 
* 
10 
[ ö | 
2 $4 
,K 1 N 
I e 
. 8 7 
33 19 
$ 1 
g 1 { 
* ) ql it 4 
1 * 1 
11 
- 1 5 F by 
11 if 
1 ' 
i 64 7 
1 lick + 
OE b k 
< [5 * ay 
= VE. : 
"Tx — l 
+ t 1 
1 4 bs 
4 1 1 i 
1 
T3 
1 
£ j 
8 1 
* ö . + * 
; N 8 
114 
" . 
3 1 
ER 
1? : ; 
7 N 14 17 
_ 14 
* * i 
— 4 * 4 
1 b 
. *& 5 F 
_— . ! 
: 3 
47 1 
; [? 
| LI 5 
* 0 | 
5 4 : 
i ' 
..** 2 
; & 7 q 4 
_ i 


! 


Rs” 


— 3 1 * . — 
— > 
, 2 ** 
1 2 | _— 
— 
K —— wow Sa 
ä 


— — p—— — — 


— — 
= — —— ——ů— . 


— 


— ——⏑— ——w_ ctr — — — 


ä 3 = . | | 
| EY —_— 
Sm \ — Y _ * * $1 1 n > — — — . b 
* x * * = , * ET 1 = xy 1 * * * ä 4 * * _ 7 * S * * , . F . % 3 o 
IS T * 5 * 6 A — 2 * * Nw”. RI * N 3 % N * FP we « de - hs » - N = b » 
* 5 EI ä * ks a. 8 8 PAS 2 '7 2 s : i > 
FS 3 7 N | : - Ex ; F * 
5 : , * - . 26 - 
7 4 . > , - F 5 * © 2 5 ow,” 
> 5 7 £ : / L \ 2 I * - 7 | - 4 
p > | s * * 


ö 
; : wy "ws 
4 > ; 


— 


* 


ae e 
S — — * k = 


—— 


W e r kin ene 
= - * * ” 4 " 
6 * _ f 


; 


5 broom that ever 


85 


"4 36 75 
I would not have the Nobles 9 of 


their Privileges nor the People robb'd of their Free- 
m: I plead not againſt a Superiority of Rank 


and the Biſſioction of Orders among Citizens, but 


inſt Ol garebies; and I. prefer a mixt Govern- ; 
ent, ſuch as that of our own Country, to all o- 
prevail'd in the World. But 29) 
States die as well as Men, and like them are liable 
to Diſorders and a Diſſolution, to prevent which is a 
Duty incumbent upon every Man that is a Friend to 


'  Laberty and who loves his Country. This is not to 
be done by Tumults, which end as they began in 
nothing . Confuſion, nor by civil Wars and the 
Subverſion of all Government, but by a ſtrict Ob- 


ſervance of the Laws, and a punctual Obedience to 
them, by exerting all the Powers, we are intruſted 


vWwith for the Security and Incorruption of the ſeveral 
Parts of the Leg 
ons, and Encroachments, and every forward Step 
taken by ambitious Men that they may be upper- 
moſt, rule over all, and be call d, The Government. 


ſlature, and by expoſing Innovati- 


This is not leſs the Concern of a King; than a Peo- 


as will appear from what as Hang once in the | 
dom of Corinth, | 


"Aker a long Series of Kings, (3 0) the — 


6 ates of one of them (call'd the Bash from him 
whoſe Name was Bacchis) interrupted the regal Suc- | 
cCeeſſion, by taking the Government upon themſelves; 

and inſtead of a King, they elected an annual Ma- 

geiſtrate from amongſt themſelves, under the hay : 
of a Prytanis or Preſident without Power. To: 
gl proven * eee * e * aalen from . 


(29) 1 gr lmpefü, come Paltre coſe mortal; prin- 


cipio, accreſcimento, ſtato, eee et FINER tutte 
8825 da certe eauſe ordinate e ä FOR 4 


A 
! wy 
. 
— 


5 300 Herodotus. 2 


LY 


ver marrying out of their own Family. By chis 
Means they continu'd in Power for the Sri of 


Ninety: Years, when one of the F emale Baccbidæ, 


being refugd by all her Kinſmen, on Account of 


her Uglineſs, married out of the Tribe, and had a 
Son, who put an End to the Ariſtacracy, and made 
himſelf King of Corinth. For having tamper'd 


wirh the People and gain'd their Affections, to get 


rid of the Baccbidæ, he ſent them on a Fool's Errand = 
to conſult the Oracle, and never anker chem _ aſs 


Toru any more. 


This Inſtance 5 how „ imprudent i it is to ſuß 
| fer one Family to become more powerful than allo- 
thers in a Kingdom; for when it takes the Lead, 
it will ſoon give the Law, and inſtead of obeying 
the Sovereign become Sovereign itſell, The Bac- 
_ ehide, it is true, were not Tyrants in the Begin- . 

ning of their Adminiſtration the Name of Corinth 
was rais'd to a greater Eminence under them than 
under Kings; but then their Government was in the 
Form of an Ariſtocracy, and not of an Oligarchy, . 
till enervated by Luxury and Indolence they, 
neither Virtue to ſerve others, nor Power Us : who 2 


week themſelves. 


In a complete Hiſtory of Obtigarchies every In- l 
Gan: of that Species of Tyranny, ſhould be pro- 
duced, and thoſe already mention'd be ſpread out 
on amore enlarg'd Plan: But this View of States, 


in Wreck and Ruin, that once were glorious and 


ftee, would be but a melancholy Profpe&, and is 
beyond my preſent Deſign. I have introduced hi- 
ttorical Facts as Evidence only in Support of the pok ]] 


tical Aſſertions of ancient Philoſophers, and intend 
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. of the Miſeties of Mankind under the Tyranny. "I 


the Few. But as the Government of Rome ap- 


Y & proach'd the neareſt of any to the Conſtitution of 


9 1 it is Lime to convey the Reader from 
Greece to Italy, there to take a View of the Decem- 
virate under Appius, who, from having been the 
beſt of Men, became the worſt of Tyrants, after 
he had been for one Year the leading Man of an 
Obgarchy., 
- Appins, 31) at the Requeſt of the Ti ingen — 4 
cured from the Senate a Decree, ratified by the 
People, for the Appointment of Legiſlators to com · 
poſe Diſſentions, regulate Affairs of State, and 
make Laws, by chuſing ten Senators, entruſted 
with the Power of Kings for one Lear; during 


which Time all other Magiſtracies, even the Of- 


fice of the Tribunes, were to ceaſe. As Appius 
was elected the firſt, ſo he continued to be the 
chief Member of the Decemvirate. 


Theſe Men compiled a Syſtem of Tons ts from 


aha Laws of Greece, and the Cuſtoms of their 
own Country. They were ſo aitentive. to public 


Affairs of every Kind, ſo equal in their Determi- 


nations, ſo courteous to all, that the People pleas'd 
with their Choice, were induced to believe, that 
there was no Occaſion for any other Magiſtrates 
than Appius and his Colleagues; and at the Ex- 
piration of the Year, inſtead of reſuming the 
Power, they continued it, that the Laws might 
be more perfect and more readily put into Exe- 
cution: This was a Motive to the People, but the 
Deſign of the Senators was to abuliſh the Pager. 
of the Tribunes. 

When Appius was elected for the ſecond 1 9 
be artfully contrived to have his Intimes ekcted 


© (31) Bienne Eines 


With 


' 


with him; aud tho' the e a was to have 


conſiſted of Senators only, he made Choice of 
three Plebeians to ſerve with him, under a Pre- 15 
tence of allowing the 1877 fone Share in the 1 


A miniſtration- 


No ſooner were theſe Men in the Poſſellon of 5 
Poe than they obliged themſelves by Oath, not 
to oppoſe one another, nor admit any more into 
their Councils; to render themſelves perpetual Ma- 
giſtrates, and tranſact every thing by their o.] 


Authority, without the a * Senate or Cw 
lent of the People. 


Now the Enſigns of Pres, are + proche 5 
the Faſces, which in the firſt Year had been laid 
aſide, are brought forth and carried before each 
of the Tyrants by ten Lictors, with a Guard of 
the moſt deſperate and abandoned young” Men | 


to attend them. 


Now the People are no longer 10 be treated | 
; with Affability and Tenderneſs: They are to be 
terriſied into Submiſſion and to be governed by 


: their Fears. Unhappy Reverſe 'of the foregoing 


Year! They now were ſenſible of the Folly o of 
continuing ſuch great Power in the Hands of a 
Lew, who are as liable to the Abuſe of 1 i as is an 


abſolute Monarch. . 


There is nothing ſo dangerous to a mixt Go- 8 


vernment, and the Liberties of a free People as 


an undue Extention of delegated Powers. If 2 


frequent Recourſe is had to tlie People, from 
. whom Power is derived, and for whoſe Service it 
15 is beſtowed, if the Servants of the Public are 


within a ſhort Time to account for the faithful 


Diſcharge of their Duties, they will not dare to 


| | OO 15 nnn, bn in them, * WII 


not 


| vour or Short Faiaments. 


* FR an ingenious „ Lotte: with publiſhed, in Ty" 55 
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contrary, they are ſuffered to perpetuate or prolong 
the Time of their Service, they will grow Baba 


© | they will be under no manner of Reſtraint or ſtand | 


* 


% 


* 


> 


\ 
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in any Awe of the People, Combinations will be 


formed, and Corruption be their Su port. In Rome 
the Magiſtrates were annual, as of old were the 
Repreſentatives of the People of | England y and 
this ſhort Continuance of Power in the fame Hands 
preſerved their Freedom and Integrity. 


= That the Indigent, and ſuch as are more con- 


cerned for their own Intereſt, than that of the 
Public, ſhould. court and flatter the Tyrannical 
Greatneſs of the Oligarchy, is not to be wondered 


at; but who could have believed that a great Part 


Birth and Fortunes, ſhould join in diſtreſſing their 


Country and become the Servants of the Ty- 
rants, who committed all Manner of Outrages, 


f ſparing neither the Lives nor Properties of Men, 


and who, without any Regard to the Senate, or 
the People, made themſelves ſole Judges in every 
; wed by a general Corruption of 
Manners in the People; for if the Spring is im- 
pure the Stream cannot be clear; and it is ridi- 


culous tb imagine, that Men will be virtuous un- 


F - Whenever the People are depraved, it is ow 


der a corrupt Adminiſtration : For they are fond 


ST of imitating their Superiors, and will become ha- 
| bitually virtuous, or the contrary, as are their 


Leaders, and as it is made their Intereſt to be, 
ing 


either to ſome Defect in the Laws, or Neglect . 


in the proper Execution of them, and in both 
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| "I as was qi ebſerved: before, the People are leſs 
to blame than they 1 0 pretend to govern them. 
In theſe Times good Men retired from „ | 
City, and waited foes ha Expiration of the Year, 
when the Decemviri were to lay down their Au- 
thority; which they never intended to do. And 


the Ten, to prevent any Alliance of the Nobility 


with the Commons, make a Law forbidding . 


on tO Mar ry with the other. oe pts 
Ihe firſt Step, taken by the Oi garchy to Sands 


the People, was the continuing Temes in Po- 


wer againſt the Decree of the Senate and the Con- 


ſent of the People; the next was putting to Death 
or baniſhing the diſcontented Patriois, upon falſe 
or frivolous Accuſations: But nothing ſo much 
provok'd the People as the Licentiouſneſs of thoſe 
young Men who had attach'd themſelves to the 


Decemvirate, and who were as outrageous as if th 


had taken the City by Storm, and had a Right to 


plunder, raviſh/and deſtroy without any Remorſe 
or Controul. This wanton Abuſe of Power oblig'd 


many Citizens to ſeek an A//am for themſelves and 
their Children at a Diſtance from Rome. The Sena- 
tors appointed to aſſiſt the Tex, could no longer act 
with them, and together with the Patricians who 
no had not Power to prevent, and would not be 
Spectators or perhaps the Object of ſuch Cruelties 


left the City. This Departure was Matter of Joy 
and Triumph to the n till the conquer'd 
Nations round about, taking Advantage of the Diſ- 


treſs of the Romans under ſo bad a Government, 


appear d in Arms, to revenge old Injuries and re- 


cover what they had loſt. This greatly alarm'd 


the Ten, and obüg'd them to aſſemble the Senators. ; | : 
An Army was immediately to be rais d, which could 
not be 1 without a Decree of the Senate: For 
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1 
neither Threats nor  Intreaties would have prevail'd 


4 upon the People to fight for ſuch a Government, 
under ſuch a Command; and if entruſted with 


3 5 cg they might think that of al! Enemies 


ne were ſo bad as Appius and his Colleagues. 
here was no other way to remove theſe Difficulties 


9 85 than by calling a Senate, but no Senators were to be 


found till the next Day, and when they were aſſem- 
bled, the Noble Valerius, a Man no leſs dif 
tinguiſh'd by his own Merit than by the untainted 

Glory'of his Anceſtors, roſe up to ſpeak ; but 4. 


pius, knowing well his Averſion to the Olizarthy bk 
andi that he would certainly exaſperate the Senators 


againſt it, endeavour*d, tho' in vain, 'to prevent 
hin from ſpeaking. As Valerius, as a Senator, he 


told the Tyrants, he had a Right to be heard and 


was determin'd to ſpeak, for the Safety of the Com- 
mon- wealth, and to expoſe” their Intrigues and 
their Conſpiracy. They commanded him to be fi- 
lent and threatenꝰd Marcus Horatius, with the Tar- 
peian Rock for taking the Part of Valerius and ex- 
claiming againſt their inſidious Conduct. This in- 
tolerable Inſolence of the Decemviri gave ſuch Of- 
fence and occaſionꝰd fo general an Out- cry in the 
Senate, as made thein repent the raſh Step they had 


taken in forbidding one Senator to "ſpeak, and 


threatning another with Death. To quiet this Dif- 


| order Appius aſſur d chem, it was not their Deſign 


to impoſe Silence upon any but only to repreſs the 
Forwardneſs of ſome turbulent Spirits, who would 
ſpeak before their Turn; that every one ſhould be 
heard in his Order, but then they ought to confine 
t hemſelves to the Buſineſs for which they were aſ- 
ſembled, not to raiſe inteſtine Seditions in Rome, but 


do confult the proper Means of driving away the 


| TR that was TE agen them. He then 


called 1 


0 7 8 4 


Opinion firſt, - who lefs: concer nd, for his New N 
phew than his Country, yet willing to ſave both, 


reprov d Appius and advis'd him to diſſolve the . . 
cemvirdte as well for the Safety of himſelf as of Nome. 
He obſerv'd that the Sabins and the Ægui were en- 


courag d by the Diſorders prevailing in Rome, to 
revolt and appear in Arms, but if good Order or 


. Agreement were preſerv'd amongſt the Citizens and 
the former Governmentreſtor'd, the Enemy would 


ſoon reperit the Folly and Raſhneſs | of engaging.” 
War wich the Romans, And ſince the Senate was 


now. unexpectedly call'd by the Decemviri, he en- 


treated the Senators not to loſe the preſent, for they, 


had no Reaſon to expect a more e e, 5 
tunity of reforming Abuſes or reſtoring the Govern- 


ment. He aſſur'd them no perſonal Security or E- 


molument could influence him er the common 
Good of his Country, for he deſpis'd ſuch Dangers 
as threaten*d himſelf only, and deriv'd from "his. 


Anceſtors the Virtue of preferring the public Service 


to any private Advantage. (Happy the times in 


Which we may boalt of having ſuch Senators 


as Halerius !) He then recounts the Calamities 


— 


ol Rome, forſaken by the beſt good Men of every 
Rank, diſſatisfied with the 3 of the Oli. 
5 garcby. The only Way left for the Ten, he ſaid, 


to ſetve their Country or to ſave themſelves, was to 0 
reſign and reſtore to the Senate, the Magiſtrat-s,, 


and the People, the full Exerciſe of their aa Po- 


wers. He endeayour'd to perſuade Appius, from 
a Senſe of his former Conduct and of che Glory of 


his Anceſtors, to ſer the Example. Then might. 
the People be induc'd to forgive them the pr: 


they had committed: But he apprehended 


7 their Ambirion and their Luſt of aner prevaibd 
5 as | | ; G | n 
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ſfſentment of an injur d People. 
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OI. 4 Appius was ſilent; but M. e al of the 


Decenvinate, in anſwer to Yalerius reply d, That 
ttey knew beſt what they had to do anc did not 
_ - want his Advice; that he ought to retire from Bu- 
_ Fines on account of his Age, and that the SENate 
25 1 ſhould confine their Debates to the Subject of War. 

The good ald Man, vex'd at the Infolence of this 
1 and the Silence of his Nephew, declar'd, 
E. his own Part, that he would retire with his Fa 


cen.” '*o re-eſtabliſh f the 5 State & f Policy 
would require more Time than could be allow'd ; 
before ſuch” a Change could effectually take place, : 
_ theEnemy! would be - enabled to lay Waſte the Roman 
_  Territories,:* But after chey had defeated” the Ene- | 
mn they might proceed t. 15 other Affairs, the crea- 
ting new Magiſtfates or reſtoring, the Government. 4 
4 Then the Majority ſhifted co bim. 
Valerius replyid that they might chooſe a Di@ator 
| now, without any Loſs of Time, as they did a few 
_ Years before under great diſtreſs and againſt the ſame 
Enemy wich defir'd Sueceſs; for the Ten were, by 


. 4; no. — 25 to be truſted with the Command of an 


* 7 * 
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5 "MAR of the 88 eli to this Opinion 1 he OW 

. defir'd their Suffrages to be taken, but Cornelius in- 

. fiſting 1 that * had * 3 * aDe- 
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T 80o raiſe Forces and to have the Command of” them Ae 
was made and the Aﬀembly diſmils'd.. 3 
his is a ſhort View: bf: the Rowide: Sen 4 
* Time, and on that particular Occaſion, when 
the Ohgarchy, by Antifice and Inſolence, by Me- 
naces and pretended Exigences of State, prevailed 
oyer the oppoſite Party and procured the Sanction 
of Senate, and a military Force as an additional 
Security to their unjuſt Detenſion of the Powers 
of Government, which they had, in the molt li- 
_ _ _-centious; Manner, abuſed. They had now = 
tained all that they wanted. Paid the Senators, 
and were no longer afraid af them, Who, i * 
could be prevented, were never more to aſſem. 
ble again. But what the Senate could not * 
Was at length done by the People, and the 
9 by the Ten for their Support, proved their 


Deſtruction. Diomſius has given a very parti: 1 ” 


cular Account of this unhappy Period of the Re- 
man Hiſtory in his Eleventh Book, in Which, is 
that incomparable Speech aſcribed to C. Claudius. 
_ Confined to the Limits of a. ſhort. Diſh. 
it is here pretended only to ſhew in Miniature, 
that which he has painted at large of the Riſe, 
the Progreſs, Effects, and. MEN of” the 7 
cemvirale. RD 

She Ten now rex. 7 more." nIOKk 

nical than ever; for, having the Command of 
an Army, they thought themſelves: ſecure. of per- 
petual Dominion + And whilſt ſomes ignominiouſly. 
| ſubmitted to be the Tools of the. Oligareby in every 
Thing, others tamely relinquiſhed all Concern for 
public Affairs, and thought it Merit enough to be 
* and innocent. But the moſt Reſolute 8 | 
+5 e of, bat THE, Tong fayous 5 3 4 
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the People or reſpecting the Senate being laid aſide, 
open Force took place of ſecrer Fraud; and the 
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6 Te of Afhlits, when they wichtafift i in the 


5 att of their Freedom, formed themſelves - 
nto a Party under the Direction of Valerius and 


1 with a Guard of Servants continually 


arm'd, protected their Perſons-agd their Fortunes; 
' whilſt the Eſtates and Effects of them, who had for- 
faken the City, were confiſcated and diſpoſed of, not 


in defraying the public Expence, but in Bribes' 1 
the Creatures of the Oligareby. 


If they had promoted thè ations. arg Parries. | 


ans and. Plebeians, and. Play d off the one againſt 


the other, by fomenting tlie Jealou!y the People 


had of the Authority, of the Senate, and improving 
the Averſion of Senators to the Tribunitian Order, 
ttheſe would not have been diſpleaſed that the Nobles 
were diveſted of their Sway, nor they: that the 
Power of the Tribunes was taken away. This mu- 
_ tual Jealouſy of contending Parties had been artfully 


kept up fora Time, but now all Pretence of ſerving 


ſame Severities being alike inflicted on whe: 'Nobles 


and the People, both inſenſibly forgot their former 


Animoſiries, and would hear of no other Difference 
and Diinction: than that of Friends or. Foes 6% abe 


Olgareby. 


The Dy . Ne her the. eee 


of Conſuls, would have deſpiſed a more powerful 

5, Enemy, was now beaten and inſulted. One ban 4 

of it withdrew to be nearer to Rome, and the Camp 
of the other part was pillag*d by the gui. This 

Defeat gave more Pain to the Decemvirate than 
the Citizens, and as it lefſen'd the Credit of _ | 

1185 it increaſed the Party of Valerius. ; 


Nor was the City leſs exaſperated. by the many | 


Inſtances of Crue 7 ee there than was the 


. | 


Army by the Murder of Sirius, a Man! we" the = 
greateſt Valour and Experienee in military Exploits, 
who having openly exclaimed a 1 

of thoſe Men, who had the Command of the Amy; 

| Appius as à Legate to the Camp, that 
be might bs at the: Mercy of his Enemies, and alt 

2 Diſtance from Rome. He was received with © 

ſeeming Friendſhip and Reſpect by the'Command-_ 

ers, who at the ſame Time had a Deſign. upon his 

Life; but this he did not ſuſpect, being à plain, 

honeſt Man, better ſkill'd in Stratagems of Wat 
than the Intrigues of Faction. He was admitted 

to their Councils, and adviſed them to detamp 17 5 


4 


n{t the Ignorance 


was ſent by 


march into the Enemies Country; which they 


and the Choice of Ground. He accepted of the 


. 2 "0 6 


Service and was diſmiſſed, under Cover of Night, 


wich his Guards, 'who had private Orders accom- 
pany'd with Promiſes of great Reward for putting 
him to Death. "Entering a narrow Paſs by the 


Side of a Hill, they cloſed their Ranks, and gave 


the Signal for accompliſhing their Villany, when a 
faithful Attendant upon him, ſuſpecting their De- 
ſign, acquainted him with it: He immediately diſ- 
mounted, and took Advantage of the riſing Ground, 
to prevent them from ſurrounding him. They all 
aſſaulted him, ſome in the Front; ſome from the 
Hill rolled down Stones, others Hang Darts and 
Stones at him from a Diſtance, till at laſt, after 
having killed fifteen and wounded about thirty of 
them, he was ſlain, and his dead Body left on 15 
Field by this: Band of Aſſaſſins, who upon their 
Return gave out, that they were attacked, by. a 
Party of the Enemy, who had Killed Siccius, ba | 

others of their” * an that they, after re- 


% | ras 1 


1 


— 


Ns tending to approve of, offer'd 15 the Command 'of 
=: Rey of young Men, well- arm'd, for Obſervation, 
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. = went do be ſent go fetch away his Body, which the 


3 Wo : — Shan. did not dare to refuſe for Fear of promot- : 
ing a Suſpicion of his having been murder'd. When 
__theſe. Men found him in a narrow Paſs, no Enemy 8 


. 


Dain, no Traces of an Enemies having been 


no Body ſtripped, nor any thing carried away, the 985 
- ns and Manner of his Death Was evident, and 
* Evidence N 5 8 5 M 8 in the 


A ee e 0 Es We e en 


* 


old Siccius, almoſt worn out with the Fatigues of 
Mar, for a long Life ſpent in the Service of his 
c The Army, gtieyd; at his Death and 
| willing.1 to; recover his Remams,..defir'd a Detach- 


But the laſt and more | ob, Cane of 2 5 


kungen of the Oligarchy was the. 


Love. with her. To marry a Plebeian was againſt 
à Law made by. himſelf: His own Wife was hving. 


and Virginia betrothed to another: But all Mo- : 
tives of Innocence and Honour were overcome hy EY 
the. fierce. Incitements ofa brutal Paſſion, which, t 


any rate, he Was determined to gratify. For this 


Purpoſe, he employs a Bawd to corrupt 855 Nurſe, 
by Gifts and Promiſes to ſeduce and betray: het 
Miſttreſs; and when this Attempt failed, he en: 
0 M. . an e 5 * to "ns Tk 


Luſt of Appius, 

and the unhappy. Fate of Virginia, which was the 
| Conſequence of it. She was left to the Care of an 
| Docks. and. promiſed in Mariage to the young 
Jai: Her Mother was dead, and her Father gone 
to the Wars, Appius viewing this beautiful Maid, 
then fifteen Years of Age, as ſhe: paſſed: through . 
the public Strests with her Nurſe, fell deſperately in 


1 


Dad ber 85 his Property, the Daughter of TY 


Slave, fold to the Wife of Virginius,” who. had 
vo Children of her own. © The Claim was to be 
determined by App! us. The Uncle, Leilius the L 


3 
and a Multitude of People, attend the Trial and "I, 
move for a Reſpite of che Sentence r one Day,, _ 
that the Father might have Titne to appear, ane 
be beard in Defence of himſelf and bis Daugher. _ 
| The Cauſe is put off, and Leave given theRelations _ LY 
to ſend for Fir more from the Dread of an iu. 


ſurrection in Rome than from any. Regard't to Juſ- 
tice; Appius thinking, at the ſame time, to pre- 
vent his Appearance by ſending Orders to the Camp 


to forbid his Return. But before his Orders ar- 
v'd Yirginins had obtain'd Leave, and eſcaj ng 

Os * Horſe ſent from the Camp and the City-in Pur- 
_ ſuit of him, appear'd in Court with all his Friends 


and Relations about. him: And t in Anſwer to the 


| 8 # Claim of this Nature ſhould not have been heard 
a of i in the Space of fifteen Years; t 


1 falſe Plea of Claudius reply*d, it was aſtoniſhing, that. 


The Father, 3 


N * 
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zat the Relations? 
were preſent. at the Birth and had taken the Infant 
in their Arms; that this was not the only Child his 
Wife had brought forth; and that if ſhe had been 
* an ren, ſhe would not Rt purchavd a Girl but a 
Boy. Appius then declar'd that he himſelf knen, 
the Claim of Claudius to be juſt, and accordingly. If 
granted a Decree. in his Favour : The Executiang/ 
Sk which the People would have prevented, if . 
4 had not been attended with a . ge too po wer- 
mul for themat that time to of 


fung with Indignation at the Völser that was if 


=yY 


— —„- 090 LL —— — — 


done him under an impudent Pretence of Law and. 
© "Juſtice, and pierc'd With Sorrow at the Thought of 
having his Child proſtituted to the Luſt of Appius, MA 
r to take his . of hers _ SO that Op- 1 
* 2 15 FO: _' *"_ 


. portunity to . a Knife into her 0 potleſs Boſom * 
2s if he had offer d her up as Viel w worthy of che 
© | Rbman Genius and of Value ſufficient to recover. the "a 
Roman Liberty; And the effect was worthy ſuch a 


os” (3009 


Cauſe. The Peo ple, Who had Nept over che 


Jury: Revenge was now the only. Object before : 
them 3 Danger was forgat : The dead Body of the 


: Virgin out pleaded a thouſand Tongues :  Whoe-. 
ver nad Eyes found he hada Heart: all fly to their 
Arms: Valerius and Horatius put themſelves at their 


Head: Appivs oppos d them with his Guards, but 
was ſoon defeated : And while this paſs'd in the Ci- 


ty, . irginius, ſtain'd as he was with his Daughte ters | 

Blood, poſted to the Army, and by a mere Reci- 
tal of the Tragedy, induc'd them to quit their Com- 
mandlers and repair with him to Mount. Auentine. 
And thus the Army, the Nobles, and the People, 

being of one Mind, and having nothing in View but 


reſtoring the Common-wealth, they tound them. 
ſelves omnipotent : The Decemvirate vaniſh'd before 


them like Smoka: And what was yet more extraor- 


dinary than their Succeſs, they temper'd their Re- 


venge with ſuch Moderation as ſhew'd that Virtue 
was indeed a Divinity. They put (33) piu and 
his Colleague Sp. Oppius to Death; they baniſh'd = 
Claudius, and thus reſtor'd the public Peace, by | 
© paſſing an Act of Oblivion which extended to N * 


ons Delinquenr. : woo "7 
is (34) very difficult, ſays Paruta,. to. point | 


86 out che leveral FRONT in . TY of Huy Lond 5 


i * * "Ra kit'a dünne | 5 | 49: 3 +4 $ ; 
34) Queſti, tranſiti angora ſono pie diffcili- da „ 


- offervare nella Citta di Roma, per. eſſere ſtato ſempre 5 


25 i W. Sony miſto di diverſe 1 


2 e ** 


\ Wrongs « of the Repilblic, took fire at a Private 3 


15 e Pi” 1 > Js 0 3 
| its FF vr has. ee ee. 
And yet we perceive - how different Parties pre- 


vailed at different Times, ſo as to conſtitute at laſt 
a different Form of Government. At firſt the moſt 


T 5 honourable Place was aſſigned to Virtue, arid the 


higheſt: Honours; and the chief Employments 8 
poſſeſſed by ſome of the moſt emment and _ moſt 
virtuous: Citizens; tho“ the People ſtill preſerved ue 


their Part. But afterwards the Nobles g growing 
immoderate in their Ambition, and Avarice, an 


deceiving the People by various Arts, they drew 7 
ſo much of the public Authority to themſelves, 


in order to ſupport theit Perſonal Greatneſs, that 


the Laws loſing all their Force, and the Election f 
11 as the Deliberations on Mat- „ 
ters of the N Weight and Importance, de- 


Magiſtrates, as 
pending on the Will of the Few powerful Citizens, 


the Common- wealth actually loſt the Reſemblance 
it had of an Ariſtotratical Form, and became an 
+ vo archy; which ſoon made way for a Tyranny: _ 


under the Weight of that deteftable COompo- 


N aon * on the Vices and all the Phrenzies which, 5 


: 


i euttavia His pus WAY come + prevalſſero' in Cade 600 5 
pi diverſe parti, fi che ne vennero à conſtituire una for- 
ma diverſa di govemo. F da principio honaratiſſimo | 
luogo alla virtu, e gli honori maggiori, et 1 carichi prins 
cipali erand in mano di pochi pid chiari, e pid virtuoi 
Cittadini, benche ſempre ne haveſſe la parte ſua il popu- 


10: ma crebbe da poi immoderatamente ne? nobili Pam- 


bitione. Vappetito'd'Imperio, e di richezze, e con di- Fi 
verſe arti ingannando la moltitudine riduſſero tanta dell” 
autorità publica in ſe ſteſſi per ſoſtentare la privata loro 
grandezza, che perdendo le leggi ogni forza, e dipen- 
dendo Pelettiqne de Magiſtrati, e le deliberationi anco 


delle cote pit gravi, e pitt importanti, dalla volentaà de” 


pochi potenti Cittadini, la Republica perduta à fatto "1. 
Th ker ſembianza, che retineva di ſtato d'Ottimati, pre- 
fe forma ho e di Pu 1 
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grow out of the Abule of — tl xg — 
F ſunk the nobleſt Conſtitution, that ever did Hon- 

r to the Annals of Time, and of which, at _ | 
WE remain no more than the Name and Story. | 


: 4 Having thusendeavour'd to fave the Reader from 


1 55 = of Trouble, in wandering thro? - ſuch 
aze of Facts, I beg leave to touch on i the: Uſe 


| of ſuch a Reſearch: Which is to ſhew the Folly. 
and Danger of ſuffering ſuch a miſchievous Weed 
as Ohgarchy, to infect the Soil of Government: For 


theſe Examples demonſtrate that it is not leſs pro- 


. in the End of Misfortunes to the inconſide- 5 


rate and ambitious Few than of Miſery throughout 
to the People, The only kind Circumſtance de- 
lonęing to them is, that as they are violent, they 
are ſhort in their Duration: But then the Seeds they 
leave in the Ground are of ſo deadly. a Nature, and 
take ſuch deep Root, that it requires all the Know- 

ledge, all the Virtue, and all the Reſolution, ever 55 


£ = : beſtow'd on Men to weed them out. 


When the Sluices of Corruption are mut 


: and Men depend more upon their Fidelity and ps 
vice than the Influence of Bribes; when Merit and 


Capacity are eſteem'd a ſufficient Title to Employ- bs 


ment, and it is become infamous to make private 
Igstereſt the only Meaſure of publick Actions; then, 
and not till then, will a Nation be Maſter of its own 
Powers and in a Condition not only to rectify all 
its Diforders, but to entail Glory and Happineſs on 
many a ſucceſſive Age. 


{ Sr 


Ir is indeed aſtoniſhing b Men whoheve tall'd*! 


op theniſclyes into Power upon popular Principles, 
| ſhould not have firmneſs enough to do any one po- 


pular Action ! Suppoſe they were to try for once, 


; whether Integrity be not in its immediate Conſe- 
N N to a 00 8 8 
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Stateſmen as beneficial to the People: They would 


be ador'd by their Countrymen to lateſt Poſterity; 


Calumny could not wound them; Faction would 


not diſturb them; Oppoſition could not ſubdue 


1 them; Loſs of Favour could not dif 5 5 them. 
But let us enquire, why do great Men ſo eagerly 


covet the Poſſeſſion of Power? Is it with a diabolic 4 | 
Spirit of being more wen N K wicked, mors 
0 


f 5 comprehenſively miſchievous ? I hope there i is no 


Jo. Honeſty ee un Truth the ber Policy; 45 4800 1 
„ Reſale of ſuch a Trial would be as glorious. to 


Man living who ever thinks in the Affirmative. Is Ty 15 


it then merely for the Sake of Pre-eminence and O- 
ſtentation? If it is, let them reflect that an Emperor 
may be ridiculous in his Purple Robes and Cockle- 
nell - Triumph; And that all the Expletives of Ti- 


tles are deriv*d from the Graces and Virtocs. Is it 
for the Sake of accumulating or waſting Wealth ? 
Wealth may be acquir'd by Merits and Services, 
as well as by Corruption and Proſtitution. Is it for 
. the Sake of a Following? To reeeive the Homage 
of Suitors and Dependents? He that is the F riend 
and Servant of a Nation, will have a Nation in his 
Train: Whereas he that is only the Jackal of a 


Faction has no more, than he feeds, for his Wee 


ſhippers; and when he holds his Hands is ſure to be 
curs d to his Face. Laſtly is it for the Sake of Glo- 
ry? Glory is only to be acquirid by Wiſdom and 
Virtue: And no Art can make Praiſe adhere to 3 


Name chat a Series of ill Actions bas 7 render?d 22 4 


mous. | 

How and then 4055 he appear to kirafclt as 
well as to the World, who, thro' an Impotence of 
Mind, chuſes to be an ſopius rather than a Valeri- 


” us g Or rather, of how perverſe a Texture muſt that. 


8 Species of Government be, that will not admit a 
H 2 „ 
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Thread bs Uprightneſs e or + = * elt. genial or 
ble ſpirit; to thwart the nee of b , 
* oppreſſive Schemes? 
| Indeed; an Oligarchy: is. the e Spaun 4 
Corruption it derives its Nouriſhment from the 
ame Principle from whence it deriv'd its Being: 


= if we deſtroy the Watte g 1 17 


=” Upon the Whole, was 1 to be aſk'd, il Lappre * 
SE: "Headed that the Canker I have been ſpeaking of 
3 Dal, ever make the Conſtitution of England its 
Prey? I ſhould anſwer: That if ever it ſhall be in 
s  - te Power of any Set of Men to fill the Benches of 
both 11. and the C- s of our P——s_ 
VMUith their Creatures, and to direct in all according 
5 to their own good Pleaſure,” the - Conſtitution of 
England would be ſuperſeded : It would from that 
Moment be under the Dominion of an Oligarcby, 
And nothing could reſtore its Vigour and R 
but the reſtoring us to our antient Privilege of an 
annual Choice of annual Repreſentatves. 

I would have made Uſe of the Venerable — - 
I Senators upon this Occaſion, if with any kind of 
Propriety it could have been apply'd to the Fribbles 
of our Age who conſider 4 Seat in P——t only as a 
Horſe- block to help them into * Saddle of Go- 
vemmen t 

But not to differ about: Named, Should Corrup- ; 
tion be ſuffer d to bury itſelf. ever ſo deeply in this 
= Conſtitution; of ours, let but the People be put in 
Poſſeſſion once more of the annual Ule of their Ex- 
P dence and Judgment, and let their Repreſenta- 
tives feel 'themſelves accountable to thoſe by whom 
they are choſe, and the Vermin would ſoon perim 
= want of Food. Every man would be on his 
ee e to his Gamery: The 9855 * 
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Gold his Birth-ri ht would loſe the Billing that be. 1 
long' d to it, avg the whole Body of the People 
could be corrupted at once, which is utterly unima- 
ginable, even if they had forgot what Specie was, 
and the whole Circulation Was e by Paper | 
| on x 
"Vater & this Regulation allo it would be impoſſi- 
N ble for the Few fo to connect and cement 56 858 | 
together as to form an Oligarchy. The Seſſion 
would be over before their Buſineſs would be done, 
and the leaſt Suſpicion of ſuch an Intention would be 
2 Diſqualification for ever, 

Again it would conſiderably in the Efpeisee 
f Government by leſſening the Number of Places 
and Penſions, Which would then be voted, as well as 
found, uſeleſs and burthenſome : The immediate 
: Conſequence of which would be that the idle and 
worthleſs would find themſelves oblig*d to become 
—_— and uſeful : Private Induſtry would pro- 


duce public Wealth: And iſ together with ſo deſi- 1 


rable a Change, a Change ule alſo be made in our. 
Military: If inſtead of paying a Part to fight for 
the Whole, all could be train d to fight for them: 
ſelves, as was antiently the Caſe, we ſhould not be 
more happy at Home than formidable Abroad. We 
ſhould be able to meet the French again with equal 
Numbers upon their own Ground and drive them, 
far enough from either Germany or Scotland. We 
ſhould then have no Objection to follow our Kings 
to the War, ſecure of our Liberty and Property un- 
der the twofold Protection of upright Minds and. 
undaunted Hearts. What Power would then dare to 
- invade our Coaſt or inſult our Allies? Or ſhould. 
we bear to be told that Peace muſt be made 1557 | 
our worſt Enemy at any Rate, upon any Terms ! 
But Ripe are RANKL Dreans, not to be indu! ig'd g 


ſince 


RY "rings they ne never can 36 realized. . 05 Serbien 
And at this time eſpecially Whilſt we ſeem ta 
be more extravagantly fond than ever of the moſt 
fooliſh Faſhions of a Rival Nation; not conſider- 
ing that (35) the Corruption of Cuſtoms very diffe- 
rent from thoſe with which they were firſt founded 
and wherein they grew Great, co-operate with the 
Folly and Wickedneſs of bad W to the 
Diffotution of Empires. 
_ *Tohaften to a Concluſion ; "nothing is intended by 


|. f this Diſſertation againſt the high Offices of the 


Kingdom according; to their original. Inſtitution, 
nor againſt thoſe great Men who are employ'd in 
them, ſo long? as they ſhall really diſcharge — 5 ſe-. 
veral Truſts for the Honour of the King and Ser- 
Vice of the People: It is and ought to be admitted, 
that they are neceſſary for the Eaſe of Government 
and Diſpatch of Buſineſs; but then every one of 
| thoſe Officers ſhould have proper Talents for his 
Employment, and confine himſelf to his own pro- 
per Province, without encroaching upon that of ana- 
ther. (36) A. S. $ ſhould WER, an Ad, ner an 
Al a S. S. and Every one ſhould give his Opini- 
on freely, of Affairs committed to his Care and In- 
ſßpection, to his Maſter, and receive Orders from ; 
him or the People and not from a Fellow-Servant.. 
This is no Ohgarchy. But if a Feu combine together 


and take upon them to give the Law, no matter by. 5 


what Method, to all the ſeveral Branches of the 


= Legiſlative Power as did Appius and his Colleagues, _ 
by what ever French Name the Faction may be FRA ba 


ao it is no meer and no other chan an . 


7 3 If 5 ſonifurata Sanders di quell Imperio 4 „ 


£ : 1 ad Ra dapocagine e malvagità di molti di quelli, che la 


amminiſtrarono, e la corruttione de? coſtumi, fatti multo 
da quelli diverfi con liquali era ſtato fondato et accreſciu- 955 


i 36) 1 E quovis ligno non fit aura, 8 


5 


FD 


+ 


=” dere this Nation from 2 AY Gichd; of” . 


-orruption Eu was ever known before is in dan=  - 


/ ap of Rat, the Supremacy of our Ps is mere 
= nominal, and the Power or Virtue of the People 


little better than the Ghoſt of what it was, it is time FE 


for Men of all Ranks and all Parties, who have any 
Loye for their Country or the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 


_ who have any Concern for the numerous and beau: 


8 Progeny of our Sovereign, or for the Fate of 


their own Families, and who mean not the Plunder 8 0 of 
but the Service of the State by aſſuming a publie 
Character, to join in its Support, and neither for Proʒ 


fit to betray nor from HE, been hegleed to de- 
_ ſair of their Country. | 


When any (37) Empire is deſtin'd to Ws EI at} 
or to loſe its Freedom, the Seeds of this Ruin are 3 


to be firſt ſeen in the Corruption of its Manners. 
"hy vitious Governments all Care of the Public is laid 


aſide, and every one is plundering for himſelf, as if 1 


the Common - wealth were adrift or had ſuffer'd ; 
| Ship-wreck : And where a People is thus deprav d, 
their national Aſſemblies have the firſt open Marks 


of the Infection upon them, from whence ſpring aa! 
© Diſorders 1 in the State whatſoever. - For then ſuch aa 
have moſt Eloquence, Valour, Skill in Buſineſs, and „ 
moſt Intereſt in their Country, throw off the Maſæx 
of Popularity, which they had put on fora Time, 
and in the Face of the World, defire Wealth, Hon» 
ours and Greatneſs, upon any Terms; and this 
Ambition leads them to corrupt others, that their 
own natural Vices may be the leſs obſerv d. This 


Error, in the firſt Concoction, does - preſently de- 


prave the whole Maſs; for then the Dignities of the 2 5 


Common- wealth are made the Reward of Fraud and 1 


TM and not the Recompence of Nit. All: 1s 1 ? 


' 50 Deverant on n the Plantation Trade. 
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a. e d to become wealthy by the public Spoil. 4 5 


3 on ABROAD AND vy Poverty, AT HOME. | 5 
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the worſt Nen. 5 'who. 


3 Fr e higheſt, | are accepted; 
b oh Management 1 is once got into ſuch Had 
tions are ſuffer d to grow, raſh Councils 
SS "wy and wholeſome Advices rejected ; evet Rog” Z 


- 


= Freachery | is wink'd at, and private Perſons 2 | 


y fot himſelf and careleſs of the common lber 


1 


All Which is follow'd by Taz Loss or REPUTAs - 
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